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One crowded hour of glorious life. 
Is worth an age without a name. 
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EDITORIAL 


There are different ways to remember, one who leaves behind deep 
marks in the heart of his friends and admirers. The building of a memorial, 
naming structures, areas, and institutions and dedicating works of different 
kinds aim at the same purpose. But, to collect the reminiscences and put 
them inside covers is a another humble way of paying tribute to a great soul. 


The Students Welfare Committee of Berhampur University tried: to 
collect the reminiscences of friends, adinirers, colleagues and others of Late 
R. P. Padhi and present to the public. He was one of the great sons of the 
soil. He associated himself with different institutions and persons — the 
list was very long and it was impossible to contact all of them. Haver, 
we formed a Soayvenir Committee with Justice Sri b~ K. Patras Vice- 
Chancellors tue whief Patron, Dr. Harihar Patnayak, Head of the P. G. 
Depts. as the Patron, Sri P. K. Mahapatro, Convener of the Students 
Welfare Committee as the Asst. Editor and myself as the Editor. 


These messages we are presenting, in no way either are complete or tell 
the full story of the great personality that was R. P. Padhi. Far from that 
this is only the fringe of the mighty river that flowed in various dimensions 
and colours. A man of alround ability, beloved as he was with his students 
and colleagues, his friends have 2* “essed their feelings on his loss. 
Unexpected and suddé. wagpnhis farewe’ ‘ad light was suddenly out. 


On behalf of the Sbuvenir C~ yea exsrst ar deep gratitude to 
our beloved Vice-Chscellor, Justice . ratro fu. ~ureat interest in 
the publicath £ ore Souvenir. Ali ow» ’) s4w him’ dationdtly breaking 
down when hz heared about th ‘death of hicnmufe-long “fiend, realise the 
denfgh of 1gve and attachment ho . pf otner~ 
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We are grateful to # of thei who have so kindly céntributed 
messages for the Soxvenir. “  « authorities, students and members of the 
staff of the Berhampur University have expressed great interest in this 
venture. We are s¥eful to all of them. Sri K. K. Misra, Prop. 
M/s Aruna Printing Works, took keen interest in the printing and have 
done a piece of neat work. 


The real memory of the great soul will remain immortal if the students 
of the University follow the foot-prints which he had left on the sands of 
time and live in an atmosphere of discipline, hard work, higher values of 
life and go on opening new dimensions in whatever they do and think so 
that they will enlarge the circle of life and find new interest in an ever 
increasing atmosphere of competition, struggle and challenges of the day. 


Krusna C. Jena 
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RI JUSTICE BK. PATRA 
Vice-Chancellor 


Berhampur University 


PADHI AS | KNEW HIM 


The laudable attempt made by a band of devoted academics and 
students to bring out a Souvenir on the first death anniversary of Late 
Sri R. P. Padhi will be a fitting tribute to the glorious career of a devoted 
public servant, who during his eventful tenure as Vice-Chancellor had laid 
the foundation of the Berhampur University. My association with him, 
which was close and intimate, spread over a period of nearly 50 years. 
When I was asked to write an article for this souvenir, I felt considerable 
difficulty in deciding what to write and what not—so many are the events 
which flit across my memory. I and R. P. passed Intermediate in the same 
year 1928, he from the Khallikote College, Berhampur and I from the 
Maharaja’s College, Parlakhemundi. We met for the first time at Madras, 
where he had taken admission in Physics Honours Course in Presidency 
College and I had joined the Christian College. From then on began a 
period of intimate friendship between us which was-to last till his death 
on 14th December 1975. 


As is well known, R. P. topped the list of successful candidates in 
Physics Honours Examination of 1931 of the Madras University. This was 
no mean achievement on the part of an’ Miya student hailing from a remote 
corner of the then Pres’dency of Madtas. After a brief teaching assignment 
thereafter in Maharaja College, Parlakht “indi, he joined the Andhra 
University in 1934 asa Lecturer, a yea bc:ore “had joined the bar at 
Visakhapatnam. Ba .nelors as we were then, we weré . “ing in the same 
house. I must record here an incidextstal, ‘hough triveal by itself, which 
brings out an- :mportant trait of’ Raghunath's character. Zin entry into the 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


1. C. S. was in those days goal of every biilliant young man. It used to 
be very selective—the int ‘Zr year on the basis of the competitive 
examination held in India ‘veing about half a dozen. Padhi appeared 
twice, but on both the occasions narrowly missed selection. We were in 
Visakhapatnam when the result of the 1. C. S. competitive examination 
(second and last chance for Padhi) was published in the Hindu. It was a 
holiday and we were at home. The result published in the newspaper that 
day blasted for all time to come the hope of young Padhi to enter into the 
Indian Civil Service. What surprised me most was that the event did not 
appear to upset his equanimity of mind very much. An hour or two later 
Late Sri Simbhadri Gantayet (father of late Dr. Satyanarayan Gantayet, 
who was then posted as Ophthalmic Assistant Surgeon at Vizag), a friend 
and a great well-wisher of the Padhi family, came to console R. P. on his 
failure. He saw Padhi in deep slumber, so much so the talk between me 
and Sri Gantayet for a fairly long time thereafter did not disturb his sleep. 
Old Sri Gantayet, who was considerably surprised, had rematked that such 
a person who did not lose his balance of mind in such adversity was bound 
to rise up in life. They were prophetic words. Padhi in due course entered 
the Administrative Service in Orissa, and. by dint of his brilliance and hard 
work rose up to the position of Additional Chief Secretary of the State. 


Early in his career in the Administrative Service he eained the 
reputation of being a capable officer. Not that he worked more than his 
colleagues, but with his brilliance and analytical bent of mind and his 
capacity to size up a situation, he dominated at every discussion that he 
attended. Although he entered service as a Sub-Deputy Collector he soon 
won the confidence of his superior officers and in the fifth year of his service 
was promoted to the rank of a Deputy Collector. In the emergency 
recruitment to the Indian Adminis “tive Service, which was formed soon 
after independence, he found a» self in thz first brk/h of emergency recruits 
to that Service. Affe 1 —.SPpEU ‘District MagiSsurat® at Sambalpur, he was 
deputed abroad by . ‘ernment! for a short time and bw return he took over 
as Secretary, Bev: opment Is-eputment. He success saly. held charge as 
Secretary of two cher impotftgnt }epartments—Finance an Revenue and 
lates as Joint Secretary to HH MMnistry pf tinance, Government of India — 

Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


the first Oriya to hold such a position. His talents. got a better scope in the 
wider field at Delhi and he was successful -; 7 “-stablishing contacts which 
stood him in good stead in his subsequent officizs Career. 


When he was appointe:] as Vice-Chancellor of Berhampur University 
in January 1958, he had still a little more than a year to retire’ from 
Government service. But, in his anxiety to contribute his mite to the 
building up of this young institution, he asked for premature retirement from 
Government service and accepted this challenging assignment. It may not 
be out of place to mention here that towards the later part of 1966 when 
a deputation from Ganjam wantel to meet the then Chief Minister, 
Sri Sadasiv Tripathy to press for the establishment of a University at 
Berhampur; Sri Tripathy who was then ill and bed-ridden had asked 
Sri Padhi and me to hear the deputationists and we had the privilege, under 
instructions from the Chief Minister, to make the first announcement that 
Berhainpur University would be established from lst January 1967. It is in 
the fitness of things therefore that Sri Padhi should have been -called upon 
to guide the destinies of the University in the early years of its 
establishment. 


Sri Padh#’s contribution to the growth of the University is too well 
Known to require any recapitulation. He has practically started from scratch 
and the beautiful Campus that we see today is the fruition of his dreams, 
his imagination and his drive. It is he who laid for the University sound 
foundations upon which we his successors are trying to build. In trying to 
remember him today, we are only repaying an insignificant part of tlie debt 
this University owes to him. 


B. K. Patra 
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4, Giri Road 
VV. GIR T. Nagar, 
Madras 17 


8th March 1976 


I am glad to hear that the Students* Welfare Committee, of the 
Berhampur University is taking initiative to bring out a Souvenir in memory 
of the late R. P, Padhi He served with dignity & distinction in different 
eapacities in Orissa and New Delhi as Vice-Chancellor of the Berhampur and 
Rajasthan Universities. I had the pleasure of meeting him when I took the 
Doctorate from your University, when Padhi was the Vice-Chancellor. 
I wish your efforts all success. 


V. V. Giri 
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GOVERNOR RAJ BHAWAN, 
RAJASTHAN nn JAIPUR 


February 1, 1976 


MESSAGE 


I am glad to learn that the Students’ Welfare Committee of Berhampur 
University is bringing out a Souvenir in memory of Late’ Shri R. P. Padhi, 


IAS (Retd.) 


Late Shri Padhi was gifted with great abilities. He contributed 
immensely for the cause of education and students’ welfare as Vice-Chancellor 
of the University of Berhampur and Rajasthan. He came into my close 
contact in my capacity as Chancellor of both the Universities. He was 
an able administrator and educationist of repute. 


I hope the Souvenir will be a most befitting tribute to his valuable 
services and will be source of inspiration to the students for devotion to 
duty and service to the country. 


Jogendra Singh 
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SHR! BINAYAK ACHARYA 7” 
MINISTER 
FINANCE & EXCISE ORISSA 


BHUBANESWAR 


6th February, 1976 


MESSAGE 


Greatly delighted to learn that the Berhampur University students 
are taking the initiative to bring out a Souvenir in memory of late 
Shri R. P. Padhi, IL. A. S. (Retd.) who had served the people in many a 
tapacity. He was not only an able administrator but also an excellent 
educationist. I had intimate personal acquaintance with him and had 
always felt highly pleased to discuss matters with him, both administrative 
and educational The Souvenir, I hope, will reflect the diversified dimensions 
of his activities in a befitting manner and be a source of inspiration to the 


younger generation. 


B. Acharya 
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Dr. HAREKRUSHNA MAHTAB EKAMRA NIVAS 
BHUBANESWAR-2 


31st January '76 


I first found the name of Sri R. P. Padhi in the list of distinguished 
students of the Madras University when I visited it in 1946. Then as 
Chief Minister I found him working in the Supply Department. - Then 
I thought that a youngman of distinguished career should not be wasted in 
that ‘department. I brought him to the administrative line. Then he 
gradually rose to the position of Joint Secretary, Finance in the government 
of India and Additional Chief Secretary of the Orissa Government. After 
his retirement, he rendered yeoman’s service not only to the Berhampur 
University, but also to the Rajasthan University. As. a youngman he 
obtained distinction in the University. As an administrator, he secured 
distinction both in the State and Central Government. As a man, he was 
amiable, friendly and kind. 1am glad to know that the Students’ Welfare 
Committee of the Berhampur University is doing something to commemorate 
this distinguished son of Orissa. 


H. Mahtab 
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V. V. ANANTHAKRISHNAN, 1.A.S. (Retd.) 4, Balakrishna Road 


MEMBER Mylapore, 
BOARD OF REVENUE, ORISSA (Retd.) MADRAS-A 


4th March 1976 


Sri R. P. Padhi was a distinguished alumnus of the Madras University 
and passed out high, with First Class Honours in Physics from the Presidency 
College, Madras—from where I passed out some years later. My Professor 
always used to exhort us to work for the standards attained by Sri R. P. 
Padhi. Sri Padhi used to contribute brilliant articles to the Presidency 
College Physics Association Magazine. {I still have with me as a cherished 
souvenir an issue of this magazine of December 1930 containing an article 
on ‘Atomic Magnetism?’ by Sri R. P. Padhi. 


After entering service in Orissa, I had occasion to have close contacts 
with him at many stages of my career. When I was Collector of Cuttack, 
he was Secretary, Board of Revenue and I found him always co-operative 
and helpful.in dealing with the problems which I had occasion to discuss 
with him. Later when I was Secretary, Works and Transport Department 
Orissa, he was the Secretary, Finance Department and here again he was 
of great help in clearing the Budget and various other matters of Works 
Department which were referred to Finance. When I was in Delhi as 
Financial Adviser in the Ministry of Labour and Employment, Sri R. P. 
Padhi was a Joint Secretary in the Finance Ministry and I had occasion to 
to seek his advice and help in many matters — which were readily given. 


Subsequently, after I returned to Orissa, I had the benefit of his 
valuable guidance when I was Land Reforms Commissioner and later 
Chairman of the O.S. E. B, when Sri Fadhi was the Additional Chief 


Secretary and Development Commissioner. 
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Sri Padhi was always of a cheerful and sociable disposition. Even as 
late as November 1974, when I was Member, Board of Revenue at Cuttack, 
Sri R. P. Padhi who had just then returned from Rajasthan, used to come to 
my house at Cuttack for a friendly game of Bridge. He knew that I was 
retiring aiter a few months and was going back ‘to. Madras. He even 
suggested to me to settle down in Orissa if possible. But I had no land at 
Bhubaneswar or any where else in Orissa and I had therefore to leave Orissa 
reluctantly after my retirement. 


The news of the sudden death of Sti R. P. Padhi came as a great shock 
to me. In the sad demise of Sti R. P. Padhi, we .have lost an outstanding 


scholar, a distinguished administrator and educationist and I’ have lost a 
dear and valued friend. 


V. V. Ananthakrishnan 
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Dr. A. N. KHOSLA F. Nu I. 15—Jangpura, B 


HONY. LIFE MEM. I.E. (INDIA) Mathura Road 
LIFE MEM. AM. SOC. C. £. NEW DELHI-14 


20th March, 1976 


MESSAGE 


“I came into close association and frequent touch with Late Shri R. P. 
Padhi 1. A. S.’ (Retd.) during my tenure as Governor of Orissa from 
September, 1952 to January, 1958, and even afterwards. He was an 
excellent administrator, academician and social personality. Also I found 
him to be a large-hearted man and humanitarian. As the Vice-Chancellor 
of the Berhampur University, Shri R. P. Padhi applied his ability and talent 
to make it a model institution and improve the standard and discipline of 
educational activities. He also served as Vice-Chancellor of the Rajasthan 
University. In all his assignments he showed a remarkable sense. 


It is very much befitting that the Students’ Welfare Committee of the 
Berhampur University is going to bring out a Souvenir in his memory.” 


A. N. Khosla 
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SRI K, RAJAGOPALAN 1, P, $s CUTTACK 
ADDITIONAL 1. G. OF POLICE & 

Chairman-cum-General Manager, 

Orissa State Road Transport Corpn. 3 March, 1976 


My contacts with late R. P. Padhi are even before 19410 when as a 
brilliant student of Physics in Madras Presidency College, he was known to. 
our family as my father’s younger brother was reading with him. Those 
were the days when an admission in Madras Presidency College and that 
too in Physics, could be considered the highest distinction available only 
to the most brilliant students. 


Subsequently in 1952, as an Addl. Superintendent of Police, Sambalpur, 
I became almost a member of the family of late R. P. Padhi. He was the 
best District Magistrate under whom I have served, so pleasing, sO 
pursuasive, so helpful and so much interested in his officers. We enjoyed 
his official guidance and hospitality of his family. He guided and corrected 
us without the fear instilled by the bureaucratic type of officers. 


When he was given the honour of Vice-Chancellor of Berhampur 
University, it was in the fitness of things for a great scholar and a refined 
person in service. I had the good fortune of close contact with bim and 
his family members for nearly 25 years intimately. His distinguished career 
in Government of Orissa, Government of India and as Vice-Chancellor of 
two Universities shows the man and his mind. Sri Raghunath Prasad 
Padhi is one for whom respect forms an element of one’s own self respect. 


K, Rojogopalon 
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DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 


Professor in UNIVERSITY OF RAJASTHAN 
Political Science JAIPUR (India) 


February 19, 1976 


I had the privilege of being very closely associated in several capacities 
with Sri R. P. Padhi, when he was the Vice-Chancellor of the Rajasthan 
University, Jaipur. 1 can never forget the fact that in Sri R. P. Padhi we 
have an administrator who would show utmost respect for the view point of 
his colleagues in the University and would administer it in a non-partisan 
spirit. We never had the feeling that the Vice-Chancellor had: any 
hierarchical complexes and one felt absolutely at home in his company. 
I also had the privilege of having Smt. Padhi and Sri Padhi several times 
at my place and it is always gratifying to recall how warm they were in 
their personal relations with members of the staff in the University. All 
together ithus I would continue to cherish the memory of Sri Padhi as a 


man with transparent sincerity of purpose and radiating affection for his 
friends and colleagues. 


Iqbal Narain 
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SOUTH ASIA STUDIES CENTRE 


DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 
S.P. VARMA, D. Litt., UNIVERSITY OF RAJASTHAN 
National Fellow, LC.S.S.R. JAIPUR (India) 


8th March, 1976 


I am glad to know that the Students Welfare Committee of the 
Berhampur University is bringing out a Souvenir in memory of the late 
Shri R. P. Padhi, a distinguished civil servant, a successful Vice-Chancellor 
and a thorough gentleman. It was a great pleasure for me and my colleagues 
in the University of Rajasthan to work with Shri Padhi during the two 
years that he was Vice-Chancellor in the University of Rajasthan. He’ 
impressed us all by the sweet and persuasive but firm manner in which he 
conducted the meetings of the Academic Council and other University 
bodies. Taking over charge of the Vice-Chancellorship at Jaipur, he was 
keen to know about the traditions of this University and during the two 
years that he was with us he did his best to maintain those traditions and 
if he was not able to build very much on those traditions it was not due to 
any lack of effort on his part. 1 found him one of the sincerest men and 
I can say, on first hand experience, that he did his best to take the 
University forward. He did not even allow his failing health to come in 
the way of these efforts. Knowing both Shri R. P. Padhi and Smt. Padhi 
fairly well, I can say that Smt. Padhi was a great source of moral ‘sustenance 
to him, and we iin Jaipur have been sincerely moved by the bereavement 
inflicted upon her by the premature passing away of her great husband. 
Ican only hope that his sons and daughters, all very well settled in life, 
will maintain the large-heartedness, the gent'emanliness and the efficiency 
of work they must have inherited from him. 


S. P. Varma 
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Ch. U. N. MISHRA, 0,s,s. BHUBANESWAR 


Joint Secretary to Government of Orissa 
Finance Departmznt. 26th February, 1976 


I still carry with me the splendid memory of those days when I had 
the opportunity of serving closely under Srijukta R. P. Padhi, IL. A. $. 
ex-Secretary to Government of Orissa, Finance Department. He was one 
of those personalities whose activities had an inspiring effect on his 
associates. As an administrator he possessed innovative approach to 
different problems facing the administration in its day-to-day life. The 
remarkable quality in his personality was exercise of scientific vigilance over 
the administrative set up with a view to ensure beneficial effects and 
eliminate negative consequences. His authority was combined with a 
sense of duty, benevolence and love. 


Ch. U. N. Mishra 
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SHRI GIAN CHAND, 1, A. §. UTKAL UNIVERSITY. 


ADMINISTRATOR VANI VIHAR 
BHUBANESWAR 


9th February 1976 


I am glad that the Students’ Welfare Committee of Berhampur 
University has taken initiative to bring out a Souvenir in memory of late 
Shri R. P. Padhi, IAS, (Retd.) who was Vice-Chancellor of that University. 


I have had the privilege of being a colleague of Shri Padhi for a number 
of years and of knowing personally the sterling qualities of magnanimity, 
extreme friendliness and deep humanism which he possessed in abundant 
measure. He was an Officer of great ability and will be long remembered 
for the outstanding contribution he made in various high positions he held 
in the state and at the Centre during his distinguished career. 


Gian Chand 
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UPENDRA PRASAD GURU BHUBANESWAR 


Deputy Secretary to Government 
Planning & Coordination Dept, De. 11-3-76 


` ` Iam glad to know that the Students?’ Welfare Committee of the 
Berhampur University is bringing out a souvenir in memory of the late 
R. P. Padbi. 


Late R. P. Padhi has worked in different walks of life and endeared 
everyone who came in his contact. I had the opportunity of coming in 
contact with him on some occasions. His gusto for life and human approach 
to everything will strike any stray visitor to him. It will be futile for me 
to recall instances from his life as everybody knows of what mettle he was 
made of. 


Of course, he spent major part of his life as an Administrator. 
Starting from a lower rung of life he rose to the highest post in the State. 
As an Administrator, he was not one of those who tried to browbeat the 
subordinates-and placate the superiors. On the other hand, he was one with 
his subordinates and gave extreme protection to them which is a rare quality 
in many Administrators. - 


I trust that the complex of administrative set up will greatly undergo 
a change if many of the Administrators try to emulate the finer qualities 
of late R. P. Padhy’s life and inculcate into the administrative machinery 
the cool temperament, quick grasp, sympathetic and human approach to 
everything and above all, a constructive approach to everything he 
dealt with. 


May his soul rest in peace. 


U. P. Guru 
Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


K. C. PANDA P.O. KHETRI NAGAR 
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (PH) Dist. jJhunujhunu (Rajasthan) 


18-3-1976 


I am very glad to learn that a Souvenir in memory of late Padhi is 
being brought out for which I send my best wishes to its organisers and 


wish for its grand success. 


K.C. Panda 
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G. K. DAS, 1. F. §. BERHAMPUR 
CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS 


Berhampur Circle 
SRI R, P. PADHI, AS | KNEW HIM 


I first met Shri Padhi at Sambalpur in 1953 when he was serving there 
as the .District Magistrate. My acquaintance with him began at the 
Mahanadi Club. He was quite a senior officer and I had put in only 
6 years of service and was quite young. He made younger officers like me 
feel quite easy and comfortable in the club. I had heard of his excellent 
academic achievements and during our brief meetings, was indeed very much 
impressed with his knowledge of events, his style and diction his general 
gait and appearance and his excellent club manners. 


Much later, I came into very close and intimate contact with him at 
Berhampur, towards the later part of 1974 when he came back from the 
Rajasthan University to settle down permanently at Berhampur. He was 
the first to arrive at the Ganjam Club every evening. His personality and 
his keen interest in the affairs of the Ganjam Club gave a great boost in 
attracting a larger number of members.’ The bridge table at the club which 
was more or less unused in previously began to.hum with activity after 
Shri Padh¢r’s return to Berhampur. The most striking feature about him, 
was his affectionate attitude to all and his patience with the learners at the 
bridge games. His affable laughs and his brilliant playing of the game are 
being missed as also his all pervading presence. He was dressing up to start 
for the club on the fateful afternoon of the 14th December, when he 
collapsed and died. 


Shri R. P. Padhi, althrough his life, was a stylish man and he also 
died in style. We at the Ganjam Club, where he was the President, miss 
him every evening. May his soul rest in peace. 


G. K, Das 
Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


RAMCHANDRA RATH 
Member, Berhampur University Syndicate 
Berhampur 28th August ?76 


Late R. P. Padhi was a giant personality and he was of magnani- 
mous views. Yet, his attitude towards others was exemplary. He thought 
everyone was important and paid equal attention to everyone. In his presence 
no one thought that he was neglected and that was the best art he knew. 
The little time I had the privilege to spend with him, was a period of 
immense pleasure for me. Whether it was the Syndicate meeting or a social 
function, he ‘moved and talked with personal contact and always opened 
new dimensions of communication for others. His rich experience of life 
was available for everyone and I have seen him cutting joke and enjoying 
life with all who were with him. The joy of life was real with him. Plain 
man as he was, lived the best possible sincere and dedicated life. 


Death would come with its silent steps—and that is nothing extraordinary. 
But, the way in which he lived his life was an unusual story of self-discipline, 
culture and dedication. Great was the way in which he passed away. It was 
as noiseless as his life’s success was. We lost not only a good friend and 
guide but ‘one of the best whom we loved so dearly. His memory always 
inspires me and in moments of anxiety, I always ask myself, ‘What advice 
he might have-offered on such a situation ?’ and then go ahead. 


Ramchandra Rath 
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DEVARAJ PANIGRAHI, nm. A. 


MY RECOLLECTIONS OF HIM 


For the first time in the year 1923 I came to know Raghunath Prasad 
Padhi, then a student of Form IV in the Onslow Institution, Chatrapur. 
For three years we were class-mates. His eldest brother, Sachidananda 
Padhi was also reading with us. I can even visualise his glittering eyes and 
his big head. He was smart and seemed a prodigy. He was sportive like 
a fawn and witty and fearless. Precocious as lhe was, his words flowed 
even in those early days as a rivulet. In every way he looked an 
extraordinary genius. What then attracted me was the fire and the glitter 
in his eyes which showed, as in a glaring light, the fecund brain hidden 
inside. He stood always first in the class and came out with laurels in the 
examinations. Evidently, signs of greatness were clearly perceptible in him 
so early in his life as that. After the 5S. S. L.C. Examination we parted 
to meet again forty-two years after ofcourse in different spheres of activity 
completely changed. 


In 1968 he was appointed Vice-Chancellor of Berhampur University, 
an appointment which he fully deserved and which we all wished, because 
we were his admirers. Our meeting was brought about dramatically. I was 
then in the Show Room preparing for the Convocation. I was then 
Principal of Science College, Hinjilicut, and a member of the Syndicate. 
He was in his scarlet gown and I was in black. He came suddenly in front 
of me and shook my hand passionately. I gave my hand, no doubt, but for 
a time I was dazed. I could not know who he was nor guess who he might 
be. Then suddenly I saw the glitter in his ‘eyes, somewhat dulled 
in course of time, and was overjoyed to know that gentleman who shook 
my hand was no other than Raghunath Prasad Padhi, once my classmate in 
the Onslow Institution, Chatrapur. 


As Vice-Chancellor he organised thé University. He acquired the 


present site and put up huge buildings at enormous cost. The Syndicate 
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fully co-operated with him in all his constructive plans. With his driving 
spirit and initiative he could accomplish a tremendous task with in a year 
or two what would have ordinarily taken at least half a decade. He 
appreciated my suggestion that there should be Biological department in our 
University and worked it out. He also started Physics, Oriya, Political 
Science and Social Welfare Departments. He never threw cold water 
on our enthusiasm but always fully carried out our wish. He knew that the 
Syndicate was with him in all his actions. That confidence led him a great 
distance to bring the baby University into the lime light of eminent 
educationists in distant parts of India. He gave serious attention to research 
and steadily raised the University to prominence in all respects. 


After his term was over he laid down the reins of the administration of 
the University, but was offered the Vice-Chancellorship of the Rajasthan 
University, where he worked for a pretty long time and then returned full 
of honour and glory to Berhampur. He was leading here a calm and retired 
life when all on a sudden he was called to a higher litle. He died peacefully, 
and when the news of his death spread like wild fire all over the town, 
every one wept, ani when I got the heavy news a day after, with a sorrowing 
heart I recollected the closing lines of Death the Leveller and consoled 
myself : 


Only the actions of the just 


Smell sweet and blossom in the dust. 
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SHRI J. C. NAYAK, B, Av, Be L JEYPORE 
CHAIRMAN 


Jeypore Municipality Dated; the 11th March 1976. 


SHRI PADHI AS | KNEW HIM 


I first met late R. P. Padhi in July, 1931 when I was ‘a student of the 
Intermediate Class in Maharaja’s College, Parlakhemundi. He came to join 
as our Lecturer in ‘Physics. He was then barely 20 years old. His reputation 
as a brilliant student of the Madras University had travelled ahead of him. 
We were surprised to see our young Lecturer, probably younger to some of 
my colleagues. On the first day of his appearance in the class, he taught us 
about ‘“‘Force”, I still vividly remember how nicely and interestingly he 
taught the subject. Physics was my pet subject and he made it more 
interesting. Laterly I had occasions to meet my erstwhile Lecturer while he 
was in the Orissa’ Administrative Service as a Deputy Collector, as’ Director 
of Agriculture, Secretary, Development and Revenue and Additional Chief 
Secretary-cum-Development Commissioner. 


On 1st January 1967, the Berhampur University was started, but in 
the entire year of 1967, it could do nothing. I was nominated to the first 
Senate and the Syndicate of the University. Before the end of the year, we 
had to choose the next Vice-Chancellor. I and other friends realised that 
we should have an able Vice-Chancellor who could be relied upon 
administratively as well as academically and with local patriotism as 
otherwise he would not work with missionary zeal. Though he had about 
1$ years to retire from Government service, he gladly accepted our choice. 
I had occasion to work with him for 3} years more as I was elected to the 
first Senate and Syndicate. During his tenure as Vice-Chancellor of the 
Berhampur University, his achievements need not be recounted here as they 
stand out creditably in the knowledge of everybody. Jt is he who fixed the 
seat of the University at Rangailurda, now ‘‘Bhanja Bihar”. His influence 
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in Government enabled the University to obtain substantial grants and 
other facilities. ‘The Inspecting team of the University Grants Commission 
that visited Berhampur in 1970-71 under the leadership of Professor Iyanger, 
then Vice-Chancellor of Andhra University, was so very-well impressed by 
him about the needs of the University that substantial funds were made 
available on their recommendations. The academicians always accepted him 
as one of them. Mr. Padhi not only taught in Parlakhemundi for 3 years 
but taught in Andhra University for another 3 years before he joined Orissa 
Administrative Service. 


Mr. Padhi as we knew him was a very amiable gentleman either.as a 
teacher or an administrator or a common citizen, full of courtesy. His keen 
intellect could comprehend any subject in a short time. Though he could 
mércilessly defeat anybody, Mr. Padhi always heard his opponent patiently 
and won him persuasively. In my career, I have never met a man who was 
so able but so, good. Mr. Padhi will remain as the most unforgettable 


gentleman to all who knew him. 


J: C. Nayak: 
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R. N. PADHI, Geological Survey of India 
Officer in Charge. Photogeology Division, 
1-C, Gokhale Marg, 

LUCKNOW. 

Dated-: March 1976. 


I was shocked to learn from the Radio and Newspapers about the 
sudden and untimely death of Shri R. P. Padhi, an eminent educationists, 
administrator, planner and economist. In his death the country has lost 
a great man. To Orissa his death is a great loss. 


His son Shri N. C. Padhi is a good friend of mine. In fact we were 
together in Ravenshaw College for two years during 1953-55 and when 
Shri R. P. Padhi was posted at Cuttack I was a frequent visitor in their 
official residence. I had therefore, many opportunities to come in close 
contact with him. I feel proud to admit that I had been greatly influenced 
by his personality. What had endeared me most in him was his charming 
and affectionate disposition and his ability to discuss on any subject in great 
detail. We had frequent prolonged debates with him on education, 
economics, science, politics and development etc. His command over these 
subjects and the fluent and chaste English he used in the discussions had 
amazed and greatly influenced our young minds. His ideals of simple 
living and great thinking and devotion to duty had also influenced us 
greatly in shaping our careers. In spite of the busy schedule of Govt. 
duty, he had always found time for us youngsters and was always seriously 
and fully involved in intelligent discussions. His knowledge of current 
topics, the references he always quoted spoke highly of his great power 
of memory and his constant and continued touch with current 
literature. 


In 1950 while he was at Delhi as Joint Secretary, Finance, I had been 
to him to the Central Secretariate to pay my respects. It .was my first 
visit to the Capital-and I had gone for my first interview with U. P. S. C. 
for the post of Asst. Geologist, G. S.1- Naturally I was very nervous. 
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Over and above he was at that moment extremely busy, because of the 
strike notice given by the Central Govt. employees. In spite of the fact 
that he had-to goto a Cabinet Meeting he did find a few moments to 
receive me warmly. He genuinely wanted to discuss with me my career 
and, therefore, advised me to see him at his Welleselly Road residence. 
In the evening when I was there, he had fully engaged me in a discussion 
for over 3 hours on my role as a Geologist. You will not believe me if 
I say that not even for a moment he was thinking of the impeding strike. 
Anybody else in his shoes would have been tense and absent minded. But 
he was most relaxed and had paid his full attention to me and our discussion. 
Then and there I realised that this is indeed a quality of a great man. Men 
in his position must be seized of the problem at hand. I realised that 
unless one pays his undivided attention to the immediate problem, he will 
never be able to solve the problem at hand. In fact, by thinking about 
two problems at a time, justice will be done to neither. I have throughout 
my life tried to emulate him and I can confidently say that this brought 
me excellent dividends. 


Whomever I met at Delhi spoke highly of hime They all appreciated 
his ready wit and sense of humour, affectionate nature, ability to take quick 
decisions and his coolness even when placed in very adverse situations. 
His methodical work and excellent ability to plan (he was one of the main 
architects behind the plan of starting of the five Indian Institute of 
Technology) and foresee future was greatly appreciated by his senior 
officers and the administrators in Delhi. 


Any one who has come in his contact has always been greatly 
influenced by him and has nothing but high praise for him- The meti- 
culous manner in which he had tried to train his family members, friends 
and relatives to follow honest, righteous and true path is worth 
emulating. 


My father who remained a colleague of his in Orissa Govt. for a long 
time always spoke highly of him. In fact it is he wlho had very strongly 
advised me to call on him at Delhi. h was certainly a bit nervous while 
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trying to meet such a senior officer in the Central Secretariate, but I 
returned very happy and confident after getting the most affectionate and 
warm welcome even though I met him after a gap of three years. 


While he was Vice-Chancellor at Bhanja Bihar, I had two/three 
very brief meetings. I could at that time see that he was rather unhappy 
about the growing indiscipline among the students, But in spite of the 
rude behaviour of the youngsters he never spoke ill of them. He still 
was very broad minded and saw to the root of the problem which according 
to him was quite serious. Briefly speaking he attributed students’ indisci- 
pline to (1) unemployment (2) lack of facility to apply the training in 
real life and (3) rather outdated mode of training, attendance and 
examination. He was in favour of open Universities with facility for 
education which can induce knowledge and confidence in the youngsters 
to grow up as a determined and optimistic youth. Because I had little time 
we could never discuss this in great detail. I wish I had found more time 
to sit with him cancelling friendly visits to other relatives and friends. 
Therefore, I am totally ignorant about his plans and how he succeeded in 
convincing others.in practicing his ideas. But from what little I know of 
him I am sure he had been able to persuade others by his infalliable 
arguments to see his points and practice his theories. 


R. N. Padhi. 
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THE BRILLIANT MR. PADHI 


It was in New Delhi, at the Annual Luncheon of the Indian Institute 
of Public Administration, in October last. Former Chief Secretary of the 
Tamil Nadu Government Sri C. A. Ramakrishnan 1. C. S. (Rtd.) enquired 


“Where is that brilliant man ? I forget his name. 


He was my junior at the Presidency College. I think he was Chief 
Secretary of Orissa.” 


“You mean Mr. R- P. Padhi.” 
“Yes, Padhi” 


“He was actually Addl. Chief Secretary and later Vice-Chancellor of 
the Berhampur University.” 


Mr. Padhi was then with us and the tone of the entire conversation 
was very different. 


Yes, “that brilliant man’”’ does sound the aptest description of my late 
Jamented friend who lives in the fond memory of his friends and‘ admirers, 
in fact all those he came into contact with. The impress of his charming 
permatity can hardly be effaced out of remembrance. 


My first acquaintance with Mr. Padhi goes back to our good old Madras 
days in 1931 when he had just graduated from the Presidency College securing 
the top position in First class Honours in Physics and I had joined the 
Madras Christian College for my post-graduate studies in English.. He was 
so young then and his transparent looks combined with a gravity and outlook 
characteristic of ‘the distinguished easily marked him from the rest. 


He soon was offered the lecturehip in Physics of the Maharaja’s 
College at Parlakhemundi to fill he place of Mr. J. K. Panigrahi who had 
accompanied the Maharaja of Parlakhemundi in his tour, to U.K. to 

Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


participate at the First Round Table Conference in London to urge the claim 
for a separate province of Orissa. 


Later when Mr. Padhi joined the Andhra University College of Science 
and Technology as Lecturer in Physics and I was a student in the School of 
Librarianship and many another Oriya student was pursuing different courses. 
Mr. Padhi was virtually the leader of the group commanding the love and 
regard of one and all including his own students and colleagues. The 
University was then headed by Dr. Sir S. Radhakrishnan as Vice-Chancellor 
who always had a good word for us and was then distinguished as Sir 
Radhbakrishnan’s University in the world of learning abroad. 


Years later, in the course of life’s vicissitudes when he rose to the 
position of Secretary to Govt. I happened t> be in the Uckal University as 
Registrar and we met frequently at SOFA Di iwners which with their object 
fifty percent prandial: and fifty percent: social always attracted : good 
company. 1 remember with gratitude one occasion. when Mr. Padhi was 
Secretary in the Revenue Deptt. and I met him with a request on behalf of 
the University when he readily used his good offices to secure a ‘handsome 
grant for the University. This decision may have been quickened partly 
owing to our personal relations but I have no doubt that Jove of higher 
education and the University was deep in his heart and he never let an 
opportunity go if it was to help the cause of education. This is just one of 
many instances of his emotional involvement in the promotion of education 
in our State. 


‘Mr. Padhi’s significant role as. Joint Secretary in the Ministry of 
Finance of Govt. of India in the establishment of the Regional Research 
Laboratory at Bhubaneswar is known perhaps only to a few of his closer 
associates. He was. Development Commissioner in Orissa when'the Medical 
.College at Berhampur. ‘Difficulties encountered in ;financing,. such a big 
project were handled and mastered by his administrative resourcefulness and 
keen personal attention. Soon the building-complex, high!y complimented 
by the team of experts of the Medical Council of India who inspected the 
institution later, began to rise and stands today as one of the best designed 
‘and ably executed Medical institution of the country. 
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The location of the Berhampur University campus, its layout and the 
designing of the buildings on it owe in the largest measure to the initiative 
and dynamic executive acumen of Mr. Padhi as its first full-term Vice- 
Chancellor and will ever remain as an enduring and inspiring example of his 
love of the University and higher learning in Orissa. 


As a doyen among administrators of high calibre he soon realised the 
secret of success as a Vice-Chancellor, the ability to keep track of the 
academic developments in one’s University and he lost no time to refurbish 
himself in the subjects of his own specialization and in other disciplines in 
general. Of this he gave ample proof during his discussions in the academic 
bodies and his public utterances as Vice-Chancellor, much to the surprise 
and admiration of all- This undoubtedly is a rare quality. 


Mr. Padhi and I, as first Registrar of the Berhampur University, 
worked together for nearly two years, destiny by a rare concatanation of 
events throwing two old friends together in such close collaboration in the 
new developing University in its seed time, its difficult years. We pulled 
together without hitting against a hurdlee The University grew in 
dimensions physical and academic alike, new teaching departments sprang 
up. But the times were changing with the climate heavy with fruitless 
commotion and unacademic struggle verging on violent self-effacement. 


Mr. Padhi stewarded the University in troublous times and undaunted 
held the fort. He survived trying situations, combining remarkable ability 
with infinite patience. The foundations of a University with a forward 
looking posture has been laid. His five year term of office then came to a 
close but soon he was called upon to head the far-off University of 
Rajasthan. Here he strove to give of his best despite declining health and 
rightly won the regard of the people of the University. Long before the 
end of his appointed term he left the University and returned home to live 
in rest and peace, All those dear and near welcomed his home-coming, 
looking forward to years restful retirement after his long and strenuous but 
star-studded career. 


Fate had willed it otherwise. His untimely loss has snatched away 
from our midst an administrator of rare ability, an educationist of deep 
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insight, but above all, a man of great personnel charm and affability. All 
that is left to his friends and admirers is to laud his qualities of head and 
heart, forget his failings if indeed he had any, and seek inspiration from his 
example for a better life within us and for those around us. 


So many worlds, so much to do 

So little done such things to be, 

How know I what had need of thee 

For thou wert strong as thou wert true. 


G. C. Rath 
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Prof. B. DAS BHUBANESWAR 
M. A. (Pat-) A. M, (Col,}, B. Litt. (Oxon), F.E.DJ. (Washington) 
DIRECTOR 


State Institute of Education, Orissa. The 17th Feb. 1976 


Iam happy to know that The Students’ Welfare Committee of 
Berhampur University is going to bring out a Souvenir in the memory of the 
late R. P. Padhi, former Vice-Chancellor of that University. It was my 
privilege to know him intimately for many years and to work with him in 
the University itself. The concern that he exhibited for students’ welfare 
and for the rapid development of the University and the untiring zeal with 
which he strove to give a shape to his ideas are very well imaged in the 
campus of that University at Bhanja Bihare This concern for education was 
an unusual quality in a person who had spent his life as an administrator and 
that, I think, originated in Mr. Padhi’s intellectual brilliance and perhaps his 
nostalgic memory of his brief spell in the teaching profession. That is why 
the respect that Mr. Padhi held out for intellectuals and academicians was 
unique. To this respect he added a genial temperament and a warm and 
affectionate heart. These are rare qualities in a human being in the present 
world. 

It is not only Berhampur University but Orissa which is the poorer 


today for his untimely death. 


B. Das 
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DEPUTY MINISTER OF DEFENCE NEW DELHI 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 


March 4, 1976. 


I am glad to learn that the Students’ Welfare Committee of the 
Berhampur University is bringing out a Souvenir in memory of the late 
R, P. Padhi, IAS. Shri Padhi has left his mark as‘ an able administrator 
and educationist. As Additional Chief Secretary to the Government of 
Orissa and in other capacities, he was associated with development of the 
State His services to the cause of education as Vice-Chancellor of 
Berhampur University are well known. He also made a mark as the Vice- 
Chancellor of Rajasthan University. He was a very knowledgeable person 
and his interests were varied. His years as the Vice-Chancellor of the 
Berhampur University would always remain as a source of inspiration 


for its alumni 


‘I wish the Souvenir all success. 


J. B. Patnaik 
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MEDICAL OFFICER UNIVERSITY OF RAJASTHAN 


Jaipur 


I consider it a great honour to be asked to contribute to the proposed 
Souvenir being brought out by the Students Welfare Committee of Rerham- 
pur University in commemoration to the sacred memory of late 
Shri R. P. Padhi. I would like in the first instance to mention the fact that 
Shri R. P. Padhr’s selection as Vice-Chancellor came as a surprise and 
consequently the choice as Vice-Chancellor raised lots of speculations, 
conjunctures, hopes and fears in the minds of all of us. 


Shri Padhi, the much awaited new Vice-Chancellor, took over the 
charge of the Rajasthan University in 1973 and the tirst impact of his 
personality on every one was that of an intelligent man, a gentleman, and 
an administrator. 


It was just a coincidence that on the very first day of his arrival I was 
called to attend on Mrs. Padhi, who had become indisposed. This was 
a good opportunity for me because I was very curious to meet Mr. Padhi. 
When I reached his residence his P. A. took me to Mrs. Padhi’s bed-.sides, 
where Shri Padhi was waiting for me. On seeing me coming he stood up at- 
once and shook my hand warmly. He, without wasting time, briefly 
explained to me Mrs. Padh?’s complaints and the treatment she used to 
take. We introduced each other formally. After that 1 started examining 
Mrs. Padhi. It was nothing serious; just an intestinal infection and exertion 
due to the long journey and the change of climate. Necessary instructions 
and treatment were advised. I was struck by the bound of affection, 
‘devotion which existed between the couple in the way he was tenderly 
looking with concern and attended to her needs personally. When I begged 
leave of him he not only thanked me but saw me off to my car in spite of all 
my protest. I felt very much impressed by his courtesy, confidence and 
good manners shown to a new person like me about whom he knew nothing. 
I came dazed and impressed by the human and the humane qualities of the 
man. A few days later he visited the Health Centre, took a round of it 
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and asked me about my duties, needs and requirements of the Health 
Centre and problems if any and thereafter he took leave showing the same 
courtesy, goodwill and an assuring smile of which I had the pre-experience 
duiing my first visit to his residence. Although it was not out of way 
which I was doing for him, the image of the man will ever remain in my 
memory because of his human approach and treatment that he showed for 
me in both his official as well as his personal capacity. He was not a boss 
with the high brow treatment. He never interferred in the routine duties 
and the matters connected with the running of the Health Centre. If he 
wanted to comment or communicate something about any matter he would 
doso ina form of friendly advice. He had quick grasp of situation and 
would give ample opportunity to the person concerned to discuss and put 
forward his point of view, problems and difficulties without making him feel 
nervous. In his official dealings he was frank, upright, straight forward 
and democratic in his approach. 


Another thing which I noticed in him was his great affection, regard 
and concern for his family members, specially for Mrs. Padhi. The respect 
and devotion which he bestowed on her was something which one could feel 
but cannot describe. He would always insist on giving me a cup of coffee 
before I leave his residence, and knowing about my fondness of betel chewing, 
he would see that his servant Chintamani offers me the same before I leave 
his house. 


In his life and style of living he was very simple, god fearing, and 
dignifying. He was always meticulously dressed but was never pompus. Trust, 
confidence, consideration and affection were his natural qualities which he 
bestowed in a reflexed manner towards all. His attitude was very helpful and 
he would show sympathy and do whatever he could as per need of the 
individual. 


Sometimes small things leave deep impressions. We cannot forget these 

impressions particularly when the individual is no more with us. Narrating 

‘an instance here, I-am reminded of an incident pertaining to my tailor. One 

day Shri Padhi asked me about a good tailor who could stitch his suit 
(woolen). I mentioned the name arid said that I would send the tailor to his 
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residence. He atonce said. ‘‘why should he come? Ishall go and find out 
his shop myself.” He went for the tailor but could not locate -the shop. I 
then informed the tailor, who went to his residence and stitched the suit. 
So satisfied and thrilled Mr. Padhi was with the tailor’s work that he took 
him to a reputed cloth store and asked him to choose some suit, pieces for 
him. The tailor felt very much honoured. And later on his sons also 
patronised him. The tailor, whenever meets me, never forgets to remark 
that he had never met such a kind, nice and courteous man in his life. 


He left the University so suddenly but gracefully and cheerfully with 
no unkind remark for any one. In a nutshell he was a symbol to the 
amalgam of the best in oriented and occidental cultures. He was a large- 
hearted, gracious, simple and upright and god fearing individual with a rare 
qualities of head and heart. I end by paying humble homage and Pranams 
to the sacred memory of late Shri R. P. Padhi, the one time Vice-Chancellor. 


Dr. S. N. Pareek 
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Justice R. K. DAS (Retd) DAGARPADA 
SENIOR ADVOCATE Cuttack-2 
Supreme Court of India 


I knew Shri R. P. Padhi for a considerable length of time. Very few 
administrative officers of Orissa had the honour and opportunity to serve 
with distinction in such diverse fields and capacities. He has left a brillliant 
record of service as the head of two Universities in Orissa and Rajsthan. He 
was a rare example of being an able administrator without being hard to his 
‘subordinates. His courteous dealings and dignifying manners endeared him to 
everybody infact such race of officials are gradually getting extinct. He has 
left large number of friends and admirers to mourn his loss. May his soul rest 
in peace. 


R.K. Das 
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INSTITUTE FOR SOCIAL‘ AND ECONOMIC CHANGE 


Dr. V. K R. V. RAO, BANGALORE-5600 :0 
Director February 10, 1976 


I consider it a privilege to associate myself with the Souvenir which 
the Students’ Welfare Committee of the Berhampur University is bringing 
out in.memory of the late Mr. R. P. Padhi, former Vice-Chancellor of that 
University. I had know Mr. Padhi fora number of years and developed 
both regard and respect for his personality, character, competence and 
dedicatione Those who remember him either as a colleague or an admini- 
strator or educationalist are sure to feel his impact on their life 
and work. 


VY K. R, V. Rao. 
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A TRIBUTE 


I first came to know the late lamented Raghunath Prasad Padhi in 
the early fifties, when he joined the post of Deputy Commissioner 
(Collecter) of Sambalpur. I was then an M. L. A. It is well. known that 
the late Sri Padhi had a brilliant academic career, He was an efficient 
administrator of tireless energy. Out of the many qualities of head and 
heart with which he was endowed, his amiability appeared to me to be 
the most charming. He could be both strict and popular as a officer 
and this Jed him ultimately to the topmost administrative office in the 
State of Orissa. Even after retirement from Government Service, he 
carried his energy, efficiency, integrity and popularity to organise the 
new University at Berhampur as its Vice-Chancellor. So remarkable was 
his success in nurturing the baby University at Berhampur that the-then 
Governor of Orissa Sardar Jogendra Singh, when he later became the 
Governor of Rajasthan requested Sri Padhi to become the Vice-Chancellor 
of Rajasthan. It was a rare honour for Orissa that Sri Padhi, who was 
not an educationist in the traditionally accepted meaning of that term, 
should have been asked to preside over such a big and important 
university. As a Vice-Chancellor of the Rajasthan University also, his 
scholarship, and administrative ability and other qualities of head and 
heart won him high credit. Unfortunately his health deteriorated in 
recent years. 


When I last met him in February 1975, he was the same jolly good 
gentleman, though not in the best of his health. I never thought that 
the end would come so soon. 


Sri Padhi had happy family life. His widow Mrs. Padhi, whom 
I know for more than two decades is a pious lady, writing devotional poems 
and I am sure much of the success in the life of Sri Padhi was due to the 
piety, devotion and love of Mrs. Padhi. 


The life of the late Sri Padhi will be a source of inspiration to us. 


- 


8th March 1976 Shraddhakar Supakar 
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SHRI S. S. PADHI, 1. P. 5, 


One feels rather grateful to the R. P. Padhi Souvenir Committee that 
they could think of honouring late R. P. Padhi, IL A.S. (Retd) by taking 
action to publish a Souvenir about him. No country can be great unless 
it knows how to honour their great men and it is a fact of life that great 
men are few. Shri R. P. Padhi was indeed one of the best sons of UTKAL 
MATA. He was famous for his keen intellect, genial behaviour and great 
administrative talent. It was so soothing to be with him even for a few 
minutes. One will always hear from him views on various topics and 
get wiser. He maintained a youthful and charming * face throughout 
his career and when death took him away from us, one felt that actually 
a young man has died. His vitality was infectious. He being appcinted 
as Vice-Chancellor of Rajasthan University, made all the people of Orissa 
confident of themselves. 


The children of UTKAL MATA would do well never to forget 
R. P. Padhi and should swear to be genial and brilliant like him. Let his 


soul be in peace, 


S. S. Padhi 
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PROFESSOR R. C. MEHROTRA DELHI-7 
D, Phil (Alld,), Ph. D,, D. Sc. (Lond.), 
F.N A. Sc. F. A. Sc. F.N A. 


Vice-Chancellor February 4, 1976 


Iam glad to learn that the Students’ Welfare Committee of the 
Berhampur University is bringing out a Souvenir .in the memory of late 
Shri R. P. Padhi. During his association with the University of Rajasthan 
I had several occasions of meeting him .and discussing with him several 
programmes of welfare progress of the University. He never spared any 
effort forthe betterment of education. He was so full of life. that he 
immediately became popular with anyone who came in his contact. Iam 
sure the Souvenir that you are bringing out is the most befitting tribute 
that one could pay to Shri Padhi. 


R. C. Mehrotra 
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Dr. (Miss) KAMALA ZUTSHI, DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY 


Reader in Chemistry, University of Rajasthan 
University of Rajasthan, Jaipur-302004 (India) 
& Ex-Director 26th April 1976 
University Maharant’s College, 
Jaipur. 


Sri R. P. Padhi took charge as the Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Rajasthan, Jaipur on May 22, 1973. 


He belonged to the State of Orissa. His initial education took place at 
Onslow Institution’ ‘and later he was educated at the Presidency College of 
Madras. Sri Padhi had an outstanding student career where he distinguished 
himself in all examinations by out beating the previous University records. 


The notable feature about Shri Padhi was that he was both an able 
administrator and an educationist. Late revered Shri Raghunath Prasad Padhi 
excelled himself by being posted at very high positions where he served with 
great dignity and distinction in different capacities both in Orissa and at New 


Delhi 


He was the founder Vice-Chancellor of the Berhampur University and 
later was brought to this University for getting the benefit of his excellent 
administrative and academic abilities. 


As a person Late Shri Padhi was a simple and large hearted man who 
was honest in his dealings, without having any prejudices. 


The pre-emergency period was perhaps a little too straineous for him 


with the type of student unrest and indiscipline prevailing all around. His 
health and his ideas which he wanted to implement did not allow him to do 
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justice to his work and so he decided to leave this University and he left 
gracefully and with dignity. 


We who had the privilege of knowing him intimately remember him 
affectionately and with respect. It is difficult for us to think of kind-hearted 
and affectionate Mrs. Padhi without Shri Padhi who were so intimate and 
trustworthy couple. 


I am grateful to Justice Shri B. K Patra, Vice-Chancellor Patron-in- 
chief, Dr. H. H. Patnayak, Patron and the R. P. Padhi Souvenir Committee, 
Berhampur University for having given me this opportunity and associating 
me for paying a tribute to Late Shri R. P. Padhi. 


K. Zutshi 
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SRI GANGA PRASAD PANDA LINGARAJ LAW COLLEGE 


M. Com; LL. M. BERHAMPUR-760001 
PRINCIPAL Ganjam, Orissa 
Date—18-9-76 


‘We the members of academic community ordinarily feel that the highest 
position in the University hierarchy should be occupied by one from amongst 
us. We feel uncomfortable to welcome some one as Vice-Chancellor who did 
not belong to us before. But after coming over here and having had the 
opportunity of discussion on academic and physical blue print of Berhampur 
University prepared with gusto and vision by the present Vice-Chancellor, 
who till recently was the Additional Chief Secretary of the State of Orissa, 
we are convinced that, for nursing and nourishing a nascent University, 
dynamic leadership of a Planner—administrator as that of the present Vice- 
Chancellor is essential and viable.” 


Thus observed the leader of U. G. C. visiting team the first ever such 
team to visit Berhampur, during July 1968, to inspect and assess the financial 
needs and requirements for the growth and development of Berhampur Univer- 
sity and the reference to Vice-Chancellor was obvious. It was R. P. Padhi, 
the Second Vice-Chancellor, who joined the University at the beginning of 
its second year on lst January 1968. The imposing glass pannelled building 
complex that is raised on the high lands of Rangailunda is a physical transfor- 
mation of the blue-print that imbibes the spirit and soul of R. P. Padhi. From 
two blocks of rented houses at the outskirt of Berhampur town, used as office 
and teaching blocks, to the modern magnificent mansions of the University at 
its present site was a challenging path and R. P. Padhi measured the distance 
during the short span of five years. 


After completing his brilliant educational career spelled with prizes and 
medals, R. P. Padhi initiated his service phase of life as a lecturer in Andhra 
University. It was drain and _ deprivation of teacher-talent, when he joined 
subsequently the Indian Administrative Service. He could dwell upon any 
topic of intellectual content with ease and expertise knowledge as a teacher. 
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The organisers of meeting where he was the Chief Guest or Speaker, 
had always to face the most aweful and embarrassing experience, as he used to 
arrive at the exact time to see the organisers only half-way in their 
arrangements for the meeting. He had a perfect sense of discipline and 
conditioned himself accordingly. 


His regards, treatment and care for the fraternity of teachers and more 
so the hospitability extended to Professors of other Universities is remembered 
with reverence by us. 

Human caravan marches on. The light of learning lit by him at Bhanja 
Bihar is rekindled by his able successors. His cherished desire all through 
was to treat education on same footing as any other productive process and 
there should be well proportioned investment outlay on education to develop 
the human resources of the country. Let us hope a day will dawn soon when 
we view education through his vision. 


G. P. Panda 
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SRI L. N. SAHU 


R. P, PADHI, AS | KNEW HIM 


I first came to know late Shri R.-P. Padhi as a student of the Khallikote 
College, Berhampur in the year 1926 or so. He was then inthe F. A. 
(Fellow of Arts) classe In those days there were no 1. Sc. or B. Sc. classes 
Even science students were known as F- A. (Science) or B. A. (Science). 
Late Shri Padhi was a ‘Science student. He was the youngest in his class 
and was a very brilliant student. He was also a very good debator and thus 
attracted the attention of both the ‘students and Lecturers. I lost contact 
with him when he left for Madras for his B. A. (Hons) and 1 left for Berham- 
pore, Bengal, for'my Mechanical Engineering. After three years or so I met 
him once again at Berhampur when he was being felicitated for having stood 
First class First in B. A. (Hons) breaking the previous records. He was the 
first Oriya todo so in the Madras University which was the ‘biggest 
university in the country having jurisdiction from Cape Camorin in the South 
to the southern border of Puri Dist. in the North. 


To my great good fortune we came closer to each other at Cuttack in 
the year 1942 while he was working as the Staff Officer to the A. R. P. 
Controller, Cuttack when I was ‘appointed as the Asst. Staff Officer under 
him. At that time he was a Sub-Deputy Collector deputed to the Home 
(Civil Defence) Deptt. to work as the Staff Officer. Shri C. 5S. Jha, 1.C. $S., 
(late Ambassador to Govt. of India in France) was the A. R. P. Controller 
then. Late Shri L. P. Singh, LC. S., (at present Governor of Arunachal 
Pradesh) took over as A. R. P. Controller. Both these Officers had very high 
regard for Shri Padhi as he was a very capable and brilliant officer. His 
handwriting was bold and beautiful and his thoughts were clear and precise. 
His notes and orders in the files were a saga of clearness and briliancy. From 
his work at that early stage of his career it was evident that he was destined 
to rise very high in his life. Even though I was his subordinate he never 
treated me as such but as a colleague and friend. He encouraged me in my 
work. 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


In 1943 I was appointed as the Automobile Engineer in the Civil 
Defence Deptt. and so we had to part official company. But our friendship 
continued till the end i.e. till he passed away-so suddenly in December, 1975. 
While working as the Staff Officer he was promoted as Dy. Collector and 
Civil Defence Officer. Later on he served in different capacities in different 
Departments of Govt. and, wherever he went, he proved himself a very 
successful officer. He was appointed to the I. A. S. soon after India became 
independent and continued to hold key positions in the Govt. of Orissa as 
well as in the Govt. of India. When I was appointed as Special Officer to 
Govt. in the Transport Deptt. early in 1948 to nationalize the transport 
services in Orissa, he was very kind to help me in my work of taking over 
the bus services of Sambalpur Dist. as he was there working as the Deputy 
Commissioner (Dist. Magistrate) Sambalpur. At that time he had recently 
returned from the U. S. A. after having been trained in Agriculturee When 
I asked him how he was posted as Dy. Commissioner Sambalpur after being 
sent abroad for training in Agriculture, he had laughingly said that it was 
not his fault if Govt. of Orissa wanted to waste money like this. As a disci- 
plined Govt. servant he had to obey Govt. orders even if he felt that by this 
neither the country nor he were benefitted. It was like this : He was work- 
ing as the Director of Agriculture, Orissa when. he was deputed to the United 
States of America for study of the agricultural methods theres On return to 
Orissa he was posted as the Dy. Commissioner Sambalpur saying that he 
should get some experience of district administration ! 


Late Shri Padhi was a loveable person. He used to win over the hearts 
of people who had come -in contact with him even fora day. His ever 
smiling countervance, his sincere and helping nature, his endearing manners 
and above all his steadfastness made him very dear to one: and all that 
came in contact with him both as a man and as an Officer. Although he 
rose to the highest rank he never lost his humanity and kindness which has 
left an indelible impression in the hearts of all his subordinates and friends. 
After his return to Berhampur as the Vice Chancellor of the Berhampur 
University we used to meet some times, discuss about Buddhism and recount 
our past with great pleasure. He was one of the best of men, best of 
administrators and best of friends one could desire in one’s life and I consider 
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myself very fortunate to have been associated with him off and on for over 
33 years. His sudden passing away in December, 1975 came as a great shock 
not only to his family but to all those who knew him even for a day- His 
passing away was a great loss not only to Orissa, his beloved state, but also 
to the whole country because rarely such brilliant people are born. May 
God rest his noble soul in peace ! 


L. N. Sahu 


Rtd. Chief Inspector of Motor Vehicles, 
Orissa. 
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INSTITUTE OF PHYSICS 


Professor T. PRADHAN A/105 Saheed Nagar, 
DIRECTOR Bhubaneswar-751007 
February 6, 1976 


I had the opportunity to be associated with the Berhampur University 
when the late R. P. Padhi was its Vice-Chancellor. I still remember my first 
meeting with him at his official residence when he accosted me affectionately 
and sought my help in the promotion of research activities in the university. 
I was induced to visit the university at frequent intervals, deliver lectures and 
initiate discussions. On one of my visits 1 was quite surprised to find the 
Vice-Chancellor in the audience among students and staff when I started my 
lecture series on ‘‘Magnetic Monopoles”’. He had come to attend the lectures 
along with few members of staff of other science departments. I was even more 
surprised when he started asking questions and pointing certain flaws in some 
of the terminology was using. Later, I found out that the Vice-Chancellor 
was a physics degree holder (B. Sc. Hons. of Andhra University which is 
equivalent to M. Sc. degree of North-Indian universities). But it was quite 
remarkable that he remembered his physics well after long years of work as an 
administrator. 


T. Pradhan 
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,SHRI NALINI K. PANDA 1, A. $. 
R. D. C., CUTTACK 


HE, IN HIS TURN, PLAYED MANY PARTS 


Late Raghunath Prasad Padhi was of the I. A. S. The service should 
be proved of having had him as a Member. 


The service to which he belonged has this as its motto. 


The service is really a compendium of services. In the service span 
of each officer, he is called upon to discharge a myriad of diverse duties. 
In this sense a service career in I. A- S. constitutes a series of careers. 
Each of us do this to the best of our ability. 


In him, however, there were two distinct careers the one in the 
I. A. S. and the other in the academic line, as V. C.in Berhampur and 
Rajasthan. He was equally distinguished in both—a very rare achievement 
indeed. This man in his turn, really played many parts in the stage of 
life. Perception of character is often like the six blind men and the 
elephant. Each sees a little bit of the vast integrated whole. I first knew 
him as Secretary, Revenue when I was Secretary to the Staff Rationali- 
sation Committee. Many of the best suggestions in that Committee came 
from him unobtrusively, politely and in great detail. 


As J. S. (Personnel) in Ministry of Finance, many including me have 
benefitted from his generousity. Personal favour within logic and reason 
were given without reservation. He really took a great pleasure in helping 
out people. I saw it again when he was the No. 2 administrator in 


the State, 


A view of an event ora person can be taken like from any floor of 
the Kutab Minar of an object below. As you climb up, the minuteness of 
perception diminishes but the perspectives expand. The perception of 
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Jate Padhi was from the top of the Minar. Always. In sheer breadth of 
vision and perspectives he was unequalled. 


His kindness and objectivity was a by-word. He bent over backwards 
to be fair to one and all. Somewhere in the process he provided a 
protective umbrella to those who worked under or with him. 


In mourning ‘his loss, “we must also mourn the vanishing values of life 
and the service that it once was. 


Nalini Panda 
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SITAKANTA MAHAPATRA BHUBANESWAR 
Homi Bhabha Fellow 


A GENTLEMAN 


That was sometime in the beginning of the 60s. I had just joined the 
Indian Administrative Service, after two years University teaching. Not 
that it was a clear-cut choice for me. Iwas not too sure whether I should 
leave teaching for administration. One of my most sincere well-wishers at 
that time (and even till today) was Prof. A. B. Lal who, later on became the 
Vice-Chancellor for Allahabad University. His advice was that having stood 
first in the All. India competition I should join the civil service. He was 
however an ‘outsider’ so far as the civil service was concerned. I was 
surprised a little when the same advice was tendered to me by Shri R. P. 
Padhi at that time the Additional Chief Secretary and Development 
Commissioner to the State Government. When I met him at his official 
residence at Bhubaneswar as a probationer his advice was identical. I will 
never forget that intimate chat with him. It was friendly, persuasive and 
intimatee He emphasised the role of critical intelligence, scholarship, and 
hard-work for creating a new image of the civil servicee He referred to 
the possibility of pin-pricks in any profession one chooses; one should 
always look at the brighter side of things, he concluded with a smile, 


We met so many times thereafter at personal and official levels, at 
Baripada in the house of his relations Shri P. K. Pani, the Divisional Forest 
Officer ; at Berhampur when he was the Vice-Chancellor of the University; 
at Jaipur in Rajastan. The talks ranged from development administration 
to literature, from poetry to politics and I was all the time impressed by the 
clarity of his thinking, the warmth and friendship which he exuded, the 
loving smile which always lit up his bright face. He loved knowledge and 
intelligence; he appreciated hard work, patience and the capacity to face 
difficulties. By his dynamic and inspiring leadership he put the new 
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University ‘at Berhampur on a sound footing and solved its- many .teething 
troubles. 1 have never seen him remorseful or angry. The smile never left 
his face. I always remember him as a sound intellectual firm in his 
convictions and clear in his ideas. Above everything else I will remember 
:him as a gentleman, who would never hurt another’s feelings. 
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S. M. H., BURNEY SECRETARY 
INFORMATION & BROADCASTING 


Government of India 
New Delhi-1, 17th March 1976 


I am very glad indeed to hear that the Students Welfare Committee of 
Berhampur University is bringing out a Souvenir in memory of late Shri R. P. 
Padhi, I. A. S. (Retd.) To perpetuate memory of such versatile personalities 
is indeed no favour to them); it is a tribute for their services; it is an humble 
effort to repay the debt that we owe to them. 


I knew late Shri Padhi intimately since long. From what I saw of him, 
I can say that he was truly an intellectual of high calibre with razor-sharp 
mind and yet a practical man, a man of action and a matchless administrator. 
During my long service in Orissa, I had the privilege to seek guidance from 
him on several matters and I always found that his advice was sound. 


Shri Padhi was a lamp that never grew dim but continued to burn with 
a uniform brilliance wherever he was required to work till his death. His 
tenure as Vice-Chancellor of Berhampur and Rajasthan Universities will be 
remembered for the remarkable reforms that he brought about with determi- 
nation and indomitable courage. 


It is not enough to bring out a Souvenir in his memory or to erect a 
memorial to him. We shall be paying a true homage to this remarkable perso- 
nality only if we follow the example of dedicated work, humane approach and 

. magnanimity set by Shri Padhi during his life. 


S. M. H. Burney 
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SRI SRIKRISHNA MAHAPATRA 
Retd. Dist. & Sessions Judge 
and 


Retd. Member Adminstrative Tribunal 
GOVT, OF ORISSA. 
Date :; 1.6-76 


To speak anything about him arouses a deep sense of emotion which is 
a result of life-long association. Though, we were related as uncle and 
nephew, our personal association was much more deeper. From the very 
childhood we read together, including at the Presidency College, Madras. 
In service career, except for a very short period, we served at the same head- 
quarters. Though, he was a little junior to me in age, he always guided me. 
In fact, he was the friend, philosopher and guide to all the members of our 
family. Whether it was R. K. Padhi, A.C. Padhi or any other member in 
our large family, nothing would happen without his final say. He was the 
polestar for all of us. 


Everybody knows, he was the most brilliant student of his period. 
Along with his brother Sachidananda Padhi, he had his early education at 
Berhampur and Chatrapur. From the school career he exhibited an excep- 
‘tional degree of intelligence and capacity to grasp. The more. he rose, the 
more was the g'ow impressing everyone he came in contact“ He was a 
voracious reader and reading became a part of - his life, till the last moment. 
Decisions were quick and never he hesitated to take a decision. 


I was privileged to be a member of the panel which proposed his name 
for the post of Vice-Chancellor of the Berhampur University. As a member 
of the Berhampur Syndicate, I had the opportunity to be more closer with 
him. It was an excellent period to observe him in action. Great as he was 
in life, he maintained the same spirit even in his last moment. He bothered 


# 


gone and bade us farewell and what a great impression he left behind ? 


S. K. Mahapatra 
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BASANT KUMAR PANIGRAH! 
Principal, Lingaraj Law College 3-3-1976 
Berhampur 


I had the opportunity to come in very close contact with Late 
R. P. Padhi. I was lucky that I saw the various dimensions of his personality. 
We had heard of his ability as an administrator but at Berhampur he plunged 
himself in several social activities, and that too with immense interest. We 
had to organise the Young Writers conference at Berhampur. When we 
requested him he gladly accepted to be the Chairman of the Reception 
Committee. He contributed new ideas and played a significant role in the 
conference. 

Youth was a great force in his life. He was not old-his mind was always 
young- He defied age. He never thought that it is late to learn anything. 
When we requested him to associate himself in the Ganjam Kala Parisad he 
readily did so. He used to attend almost all the functions we had, and that 
too always in time. I am yet to find a man who would attend meetings in 
time and leave the meetings at the end and take sincere interest in the deli- 
berations however minute they might be. 


How many know that he was one of the secretaries of the Utkal 
Ashram ? His love for the region was great. It was fortunate that he was the 
Vice-Chancellor of the Berhampur University at the most critical period of 
its growth. He worked for it with all his life. We still remember the dynamic 
spirit which is imprinted in the campus of Bhanja Bihar. 


One special merit of his was, he could easily like every one. There was 
no barrier between him and the others, He had to perform a responsible offi- 
cial job, but that did not make it difficult to speak a few sweet words, what 
ever the official work might have been. Smiled he always, and in this smile 
he used to win his way and take the people with him. 


His leadership in the Lion’s Club will always be remembered. His ideas 
offered in the Sahitya Academy opened new vistas of higher vision. 
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He spent much of his time outside our area and had he stayed with us 
for a few years more, we could have had his blessings further. It is difficult to 
believe that he is no more with us. It is surprising that he was so easily lifted 
from us and it is a deep sorrow that we lost our great friend, philosopher and 
guide. 


Basant kamar Panigrahi 
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SHRI DINABANDHU MAHAPATRA 


PADH! RAGHUNATH PRASAD AT HELM 
OF FINANCE IN ORISSA 


One is known and remembered by his merit to work intelligently and 
to be steadfast at the helm for clearly steering out of difficulties without 
fear or favour. This was amply demonstrated in the life work of Sri Padhi 
in the various capacities he worked under Government both during the 
British regime and after independance. Though he began his career as 
a Sub Dy. Collector in 1937 (at that time only recruitment was as Sub Dy. 
Collectors), he rose to the highest post under Government to work as 
Chief Secretary and Development Commissioner of this state and later 
as Vice-Chancellor of Berhampur University and Rajasthan University. 


Of the several facet of his meritorious service to the nation,I am 
closely associated with his helmsmanship as Finance Secretary to Govern- 
ment of Orissa when He joined the Department in May 1955. Prior to 
this he was the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, a post with tremendous 
workload where he proved his worth to the benefit of Government and 
the people. 


Orissa is proverbially known for the devastations it suffers from 
natural calamities of flood, drought or cyclone. Unluckily during 1955 
the state was ravaged by one of the worst floods breaking Dalaighai on 
Mahanadi and causing widespread damage to people, cattle and crops. 
Padmashree Radhanath Rath was the Finance Minister and he became the 
Relief Minister with late Ramanathan, I. C. 5S. as special Relief Commi- 
ssioner. A team of officers from Government of India visited the’ state 
for an on-the-spot study of the calamity-e I clearly remember the 
marvellous way in which Shri R. P. Padhi explained the position to the 
team. The conviction he cartied, bore fruit in getting a very large 
amount of financial assistance from Government of India. Mr. Pande 
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1. A. S. then a Dy. Secretary to Government of India, Ministry of 
Finance and a member of the study team, known asa hardnut, cracked 
as he was taken round some of the affected areas. Mrs. Padhi like a true 
Indian Hindu wife joined her illustrious husband in keeping company with 
Mrs. Pande. One who has not seen the sincere endeavour of this couple 
in that dire distress of the state in carrying conviction to this couple and 
other members of the team, will fail to realise and appreciate the sincere 
strain they took to steer clear of the calamity. I remember the day when 
the final decision of Government of India was communicated to the State 
Government and the joy of Shri Padhi as rewarded for his sincere, 
intelligent and streneous efforts. 


| 1 was in charge of Budget and this is a most ardous and troublesome 
task in the Finance Department as Budget is not a mass of figures but a 
document of Government which indicates in figures to the state and the 
country the attitude and the aims of Government in running the 
administration to the best interests of the people. In compiling the budget 
under his stewardship, I had my thrills during his tenure as Finance 
Secretary because he clearly expounded the difference between economic 
growth and economic development. The two are certainly different but 
the margin being narrow, one is apt to overstep onto the other as growth 
and development go together, at least to a point where the economy loses 
its capacity to adapt to changed circumstances. Though basically a 
science man, he made his position so clear, specially during five year plan 
period, tbat ‘the mode and ‘type of budgeting had to undergo some 

, fundamental changes. 


Shri Padhi hal a knack to grasp things very fast and to take 
decisions. In the process, he always used to devolve more responsibility on 
his subordinates and used to trust them, who in return would therefore 
work harder to justify the trust and responsibility. His disposals were so 
quick that he had the reputation of finishing his work in office in time 
and would leave .office in time. In Finance Department, however, he had 
to labour overtimz due to work load in badget seasons. I am reminded of 
a usual jokeor circastic remark usedl to be given by Srimati Padhi, that 
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Finance people are guarding the wealth of the state like cncgetic snakes 
lest it may be taken away by people. Her remarks were mainly meant to 
remind Shri Padhi and me that we need not be that fastidious in the 
matter of public finance and miss diversions or entertainments. 


Iwould not deal all aspects of his dealing with Finances as Finance 
Secretary but I shall only mention about his contributions in handling 
two Finance Commissions—once as Secretary, Finance Department and 
another time as Additional Chief Secretary-cum-Development Commissioner. 
In both these occasions his method and apprcach bore excellent fruit and 
the state benefitted considerably. The Rajmanner Commission’s award 
was the best and people in Delhi later told us that the Commission has 
been very liberal to Orissa. The sole credit goes to Shri Padhi. 

He was a great soul and he very successfully carved out resources for 
the economic development of this state His ideas and ideals have 
stimulated many and we remember, ‘‘Lives of greatmen all remind us and 


we can make our lives sublime”. He is no longer there but his helmsman- 
ship during his tenure of office in Finance Department will always be 


there to guide and stimulate others. 


Dinabandhu Mahapatra 
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BIRENDRA NARAYAN SADANG! BERHAMPUR 
Ex-Additional Secretary to R. D. C. 16, March 1976 


As a Deputy Collector, I had good fortune to come in contact with 
late lamented Sri Raghunath Prasad Padhi when he was Secretary, 


Revenue Department and later, on my retirement, when he was Vice- 
Chancellor, Berhampur University. 


He was always extremely polite and one would say, polite to a fault. 
Whenever he spoke at meetings, he was always listened to with respectful 
attention be it on science, economics, national affairs or a Convocation 
Address. There was always a ting of scholarship in all he said. 


With a smile on his lips and an eye that made no distinction between 
high and low in his extension -of courtesy, Sri Padhi won our hearts, now 
saddened with his untimely exit. 


May his soul rest in peace. 


Birendra Narayan Sadangi 
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Prof. Dr. S. C. DASH, 

Ex Professor & Head of the Department of 

Political Science, U. U. & President, Dated : 4-2-1976 
Indian Political Science Association. 


1 KNEW MR. R. P. PADHI 


I was fortunately one of those lucky few who enjoyed the affection of 
Mr. Raghunath Prasad Padhi. It may be because he saw something admirable 
in me or because I came in contact with him as a young ‘student and compa- 
nion of late Ramakrushna Padhi, his illustrious nephew who died much 
younger than him. His sad and premature demise was therefore a personal loss 
for me. 


Records show that he had been a very brilliant student of Physics 
and started his career. as a Lecturer in Physics. They say that he was 
no less meritorious than his friend Mr. B. Shivaraman and he could have 
easily walked into the Indian Civil Service but for the conservative examiner 
in ‘Oriya which was then a compulsory subject. It was a happy coincidence 
that Shivaraman and Padhi had occasion to work together‘in the administ- 
rative hierarchy of Orissa and both of them rose to be the twin directors of 
Orissa’s top administration. But I did not know Padhi at the earlier stages of 
his career. My acquaintance with this great son of Orissa dates back from 
1938 when he, as a Sub-Deputy Collector was the Rent Suit Officer at Cuttack 
and was staying near Puri Ghat. R. K. Padhi was then in the fourth year class 
and myself in the third year class. Both of us were selected to represent Reve- 
nshaw College, Cuttack in the first Ashutosh Memorial Inter-College Debate 
held under the auspices of the University Law College of Calcutta University 
in 1938. R. K. was much taller and heftier than myself but a maternal uncle’s 
eyes were different. He did not want to allow his young nephew to travel 
alone to Calcutta unless he saw his companion and was convinced that his 
nephew was in good company. That is how I was taken.to R. P’s. house. 
There was then a halo around me-as I had twice topped the list of successful 
candidates of Bihar and Orissa both in the Matriculation Examination 1936 
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and the Intermediate Examination, 1938 and as such, ‘R. P. was probably 
convinced that R. K. was in good company. This was the type of beginning of 
an acquaintance which endured till the last moment of his life and brought 


me many good fortunes in life. The Padhis treated me with an affection 
which I cannot forget. 


Life had put us together again. I joined the Civil Supplies Department 
at Cuttack in June 1943 when .Mr. Padhi was just promoted as a Deputy 
Collector and three of us, Sri J. C. Ghose, IP, Mr. Padhi and myself had to 
attend to night emergency cell in the Collector’s Bungalow- to look to police, 
administration and supply arrangements if the Japanese bombed Cuttack at 
the dead of night. That had taken me closer'to him. He was soon transferred 
to Balasore as Emergen-sy Relief Officer. As goo1 luck would have it, I was 
also transferred to Balasore in August, 1944 and Mr. Padhi had taken over as 
the first Civil Supplies Officer, Balasore in April, 1944 and this made him 
my ‘immediate superior. Our Collector at Cuttack was Mr. L. P. Singh, 
now Governor of Assam and four other States and at Balasore, we worked 
under Mr. R. Ojha, ICS who died of an accidental shot from the gun of Mr. 
Biju Patnaik while cruising in the Bay of Bengal off Chandbali. I had seen a 
characteristic in both the Padhis which was unique. Both of them write a 
beautiful hand in very bold letters and write very swiftly. Mr. Padhi was a 
hard task-master and he did not appreciate slipshol and unsystematic work. 
It was my good luck that my notes had attracted his notice and brought me 
appreciation. | 


We parted official company in July, 1945 when I made the mistake of 
drifting to education, the first love of my life and joined ‘Ravenshaw College 
‘as a- Lecturer. Mr. Padhi after serving.two stations as Civil Supplies Officer 
went over as Under Secretary, the second Deputy Collector to hold this job, 
the first being Mr. P. N. Mohanty, which was till then the close preserve of 
junior ICS Officers. Then he was drifted as Additional Director of Agriculture, 
Orissa to be trained under the first Director, Dr. P. Parija to relieve him in 
less than a year. When in that office, he was selected for the TAS, on emer- 
gency recruit of the southern zone in 1949. and after that, he rose steadily 
in life both in Government. of India and in the Government of ‘Orissa till he 
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became the Additional Chief Secretary and Development Commissioner, 


Orissa from where he retired to adorn the Chair of the Vice-Chancellor, 
Berhampur University. 


I had good luck to work under him again towards the end of his official 
career. In 1965, Sri Sadashiv ‘Tripathi, Chief Minister and ‘President of 
Orissa Sahitya Akademi appointed Mr. Padhi as the Chairman of the Execu- 
tive Board of all the three academies. He was then also the Secretary to the 
Government in the Cultural Affairs Department ‘and Sri B. K. Misra, JAS 
was the Additional Development Commissioner and Director of Cultural 
Affairs. I was then on the Executive Board of the Sahitya Akademi. There 
was absolute cooperation among the members of the Board and as both Mr. 
Padi and Mr. Misra enjoyed the fullest confidence of the Chief Minister, a 
good many steps could be taken to streamline the administration of the 
Akademies. His flair for financial niceties was of a very high order. 


Both Padhis had a nostalgia for education and when R. P. was asked by 
Pabitra Babu to take over Berhampur University as its second Vice-Chance- 
lor, the Chief Minister Sri R. N. Singh Deo was most unwilling to spare him 
unless he undertook to see through the Budget figures for 1968-69 even as 
Vice-Chancellor. Mr. Padhi undertook to do the work for which he could not 
shit to Berhampur till March, 1968. Padhi’s subordinates still remember him 
as an administrator no doubt but more because, though in the top echelons of 
the State’s policy-making hierarchy, he was extraordinarily polite and 
sympathetic towards them. 


It is not for me to assess his contributions to Berhampur University but 
Bhanja Bihar was his handiwork andi but for the fact that the Vice-Chance- 
Jlar could command the top brass of the Secretariat many of the building 
plans would have been in cold storage. He once confided to me that much of 
his success was due to a very cooperative Syndicate and friendly attitude of 
the Finance and Education Secretaries. The University was singularly lucky 
in having on the Syndicate Sri A. C. Fadhi, the present Works Secretary, 
an Enginner of international repute who was then in charge of construction 
of the MIG Factory at Sunabe.la and represented the Registered Graduates’ 
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Constituency. He had personally supervised the architectural designs and 
construction of the University not only. because he was a Syndic but also 
because his uncle was- the Vice-Chancellor. I had again opportunities of 
working under him in the Selection Committees, Debates Competitions etc. 


Public life in Orissa has often been disfigured by mutual recriminations 
and jealousy. This atmosphere was responsible for his migration to Rajasthan 
University. He was a man of honour and he could not stand the disgrace at 
Jaipur for which he resigned and came away. I can asseverate with authority 
that the problem of Vice-Chancellorial politics in Orissa has directly or 
indirectly killed Pandit Godavaris Misra. Mr Lingaraj Panigrahi and Mr. 
Raghunath Prasad Padhi. The sooner the Act is amended making provision 
for direct appointment of the Vice-Chancellor by the State Government, 
the better it is for a healthy growth of University education in Orissa. Let 
Mr. Padhr’s untimely demise accelerate the pace of amendment. 


S.C. DASH. 
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LINGARAJ PANI NEW DELHI-48 


R-246, Greater Kailash-] 
March 10, 1976 


LATE SRI‘R. P. PADHI, I. A. S. 
AS I KNEW HIM IN NEW DELHI 


Sri R. P. Padhi came to New Delhi in 1959 as Additional Joint 
Secretary, Ministry of Finance (Expenditure) and left New Delhi in 1953 
to join Government of Orissa as Additional Chief Secretary. I had the 
good fortune of coming in very close contact with him both in family 
circles and social circles in this metropolitan city. 1 was very affectionately 
treated by Mr. and Mrs. Padhi and was taken to confidence and was 
entrusted with many personal jobs which 1 tried to accomplish with the 
best of my ability. 


The most monumental deed of their life in Delhi was marriage of 
Sulochana Padhi (daughter of late Mr. P. C. Padhi) with Sri Madhusudan 
Panigrabi (brother of the late Sri Lingaraj Panigrahi). But for the 
untiring efforts of the two great souls this union: and resulting happy home 
would not have come into being. 


It was one summer evening. I happened to visit his Lodhi Colony 
Bungalow with my family. Mr. Padhi returned home from office at 
5-30 P. M. He looked very much relaxed and was in.an amused moed. 
I greeted him with ‘namaskar’. Then he said, call every body, I will 
narrate my today’s experience in office. Every body came. He said; ‘<I 
asked the peon to bring me a glass of water and the fellow flatly refused’”’— 
he said. ‘I am a peon for office work—not for personal work”. “Look 
in the Govt. of India (Centre) nobody cares for the I. A. S. officers and 
even .officers of my status. I wish all L A. S. officers who develop a 
superior complex and an ego while working in. State Govt. and Dist 
headquarters, should be sent to the Centre periodically to bz cured of their 
maladies.” 
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Mr. Padhi was very much attached to his grand son who was three 
years old then. The child would see off the grand-father and wait for his 
return anxiously every-day. One day Mr. Padhi returned home earlier 
than usual. The child curiously asked the reason. Mr. Padhi replied “the 
office was closed early due to death of one senior colleague of his”. The 
child was convinced and kept quiet. Another day Mr. Padhi returned 
home quite early for some other reason. The grand-son was there to 
receive him and put him the question “‘Grandpapa who died in your office 
today ?” Mr. Padhi was very much amused and laughed heartily. He 
would narrate this joke to all his friends. 


Mr. Padhi had great faith in the spiritual powers attained my 
Mrs. Padhi. He asked me to wait in his house till Mrs. Padhi finished her 
puja and appear before her immediately after she comes out of the puja- 
room. At that time what ever boon she gives would be effective. 1 did 
this many times both at New Delhi and Berhampur and was amply 
rewarded by her blessings. She gave me all the prayer books she wrote and 
my wife and I read them very religiously every day. Mr. Padhi was very 
informal with his friends and even with members of the family. He listened 
patiently to any person who would go to him with any grievance and 
tried to help him if was convinced the cause was genuine. He had a 
soft corner in his heart for the poor and the less fortunates of the 
human race. He was never rude or blunt to any body. 


The small Oriya community of Delhi was united the banner of a 
social organization callei the Oriya Samaj. There was no fixed address 
or venue of the samaj. The different functions and festivals were celeb rated 
in’ Bangalows of Oriya Officers. Some functions were held in the vast 
lawn of Mr. R. P. Padhi’s bungalow in the Lodhi Estate. Mr. and Mrs. 
Padhi were happy hosts to the hundreds of Oriya families who visited 
their house on such occasions. When ever: other functions were held at 
different places Mr. & Mrs. Padhi attended them without faile Once the 
Samaj held a picnic in the Oriya style in the Lodhi Gardens. Mr. & Mrs. 
Padhi- supervised whole cooking operations and guided the volunteers in the 
economi: way of serving fool without causing any waste and shortage. 
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Mr. Padhi became an all India figure and he was above narrow 
parochial considerations. Still at times his heart throbbed for the Oriyas. 
He was always anxious to see that more Oriyas came out successful in 
the Competitive exams. conducted by U. P.S.C. Once he told me that 
the Liaison Officer of Orissa in Delhi was not doing justice to the cause of 
Oriyas. He was not able to bring to the notice of the Oriya youth the 
opportunities and openings available in the All India level, due to which 
many deserving cases do not come out of the boundaries of Orissa. When 
Mr. H. N. Das Mahapatrto was Liaison Officer in New Delhi, Mr. Padhi 
once suggested a scheme to work on these lines. He wanted representation 
of Oriyas in the Centre. He wanted more central aid to projects in Orissa 
and a rightful share for Orissa in the national Five Year Plans. While in 
the Ministry of Finance he went out of way advising the Govt. of Orissa 
Officers how to approach the Centre and get the due share for Orissa. He 
was against slow moving, old bureaucratic and redtapic procedures of the 
Government of Orissa. 

As Vice-Chancellor of the Rajasthan University he introduced many 
reforms there, but be could not cure the Hindi fanaticism of the Institution. 
When he addressed the Convocation in English, there were shouts ‘Vice- 
Chancellor speak in Hindi’. This he could not tolerate and so he resigned 
in disgust. 

The last time he visited New Delhi was in December 1974 to interview 
All India Forest Service candidates in the U. P. S.C. He stayed at 
Western Court Hote. When I went to see him he was in the company of 
Mr. Madhu Sudan Panigrahi, his ‘old friend. In the course of our 
conversation he expressed his bitterness at the falling standards of 
candidates who appeared in U. P. S. C. interviews, specially in two subjects— 
English and general knowledge. For four days he interviewed hundreds 
of candidates from all over India, but he said he did not come across a 
single candidate from Orissa. He expressed this with a bit of feeling 
which was deep rooted in his heart. 

It is hoped posterity will remember him with gratefulness. May his 
soul rest in peace. . 

Lingaraj Pant 
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SRI PURNA CHANDRA RATH 
Senior Accounts Supervisor, 
Civil Supplies Office, Balasore. 


I had the privilege of serving under late R. P. Padhi for some years 
during the year 1944 & 1945; when he was: the first Civil Supplies Officer in 
Balasore District. His dealings with his colleagues: and subordinates and rela- 
tionship with his superiors were examplary. He took the entire responsibility 
of all commissions and” omissions on the part of his subordinates upon himself 
and every body with office had the- feeling of working in a congenial 
atmosphere. 


He was of tackling and’ solving various tough’ problems in the Civil 
Supplies Department’s adininistration in its initial stage was unique and we 
learnt many-a-lesson of our life from this great an:l able administrator at 
the begirining of our official career’ which: Have helped us a good deal in 
shaping our future as successful of ficers. 


Purna Chandra Rath 
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‘SHRI G. C. DASH, 1. A. &, ‘CUTTACK 
Land Reforms Commissioner, 


Board of Revenue, Orissa. The 4th March, 1976. 


SRI R. P. PADHI 


I first came across Sri Padhi.when he was Director of Agriculture, 
Orissa. He was on tour to Sambalpur and was to’ show local agricultural 
efforts to the Food Commissioner, Sri B. C. Mukherjee. I had the job of 
Jooking after Sti Mukherjee and as such I went round along with Sri 
Mukherjee and Sri Padhi-. 


Sri Padhi’s reputation as an outstanding Officer had travelled ahead of 
him. 1 was charmed by his grace, his appearance, his spotless dress, and 
when he started explaining matters of his department to Sri Mukherjee, by 
his fluent and flawless English, his grasp of the technical side of ‘Agriculture, 
including purely botanical matters. I knew he was an outstanding student: 
of physics having very high academic achievements in the Madras 
University. I also knew botany was not his subject. 


I had occasion to serve under him when he was District Magistrate 
Sambalpur and I was A. D. M. He was uniformly kind and courteous to 
every one, he would advise and instruct and to my knowledge he never 
harmed any one. On the other hand, a few words from him now and then 
would save one from lots of future troubles. 


Later I found his capacity to convince others about something he 
considered necessary to be done. He was thorough and had full grasp of 
whatever he had to deal with and with his control over language could be 
very persuasive. Authorities with whom we required hours to obtain orders, 
would dispose of his papers in minutes. 


As a friend one could not expect any one better than him. He was 
perfectly democratic. Whoever is accepted as a friend is treated as an 
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equal. Whoever has been lucky to have been accepted by him as a friend 
felt his personal solicitude and eagerness to help. 


I was accepted by him as an younger brother. 1 felt his influence over 
his entire family; how everyone had been moulded to the same congenial and 
warm attitude towards people in general. 


If By religion one expects outward observance of rituals of a particular 
kind, he was not religious at all. He was a deep intellectual and showed all 
the signs of a Jnana-Yogi.- His love for truth, his concern for fellow human 
beings, his universal kindness, his inborn sense of democracy which was 
based on his realisation of essential unity of all beings, were to me a source of 
inspiration, a model to live upto and a source of courage and happiness. 
When you are close to him, you could not be depressed or dejected. 


I knew from my close association with him during the period I was 
Revenue Divisional Commissioner at Berhampur and he was Vice-Chancellor 
of Berhampur University, how he had built up the University from nothing. 
That would be an achievement of which any one could be proud. More 
than the buildings, more than the different faculties, more than any material 
object he helped to come into being, was, however, his personal relationship 
with all concerned that he built up in course of the new venture, that will 
be fruitful in keeping up continuous growth of the Berhampur University. 


I shall cherish his memory as a rare treasure in my life’s sojourn on 
on this earth. I bow to him with the kindest regards. 


He was particular to see that nobody came to grief through him. He 
wanted to avoid pain for others. As a reward, he was granted a painless 
exit from this earth. ..The life beyond this earth, which some people call 
heaven, is a land of continuous happiness. May God grant him the best in 
His heaven. 
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SRI DIGAMBAR RATH, 8. L. 
BERHAMPUR 


Born on the 23rd May, 1911 at Chatrapur (Ganjam), he -was brought 
up in the best traditon and culture of a middle class family. His father 
Lakhman Padhi ‘of Manjusha, our next door neighbour, was serving in the 
Collectorate, Ganjam as cashier of the Headquarters Treasury at Chatrapur. 
A few days after his birth, I remember, Pandit Gadadhar Bidyabhushan, 
a relation of Sri Padhi had come to Chatrapur and at a glance of the child 
predicated that he has bright future and not only that, the family would 
prosper henceforward. I may mention here Raghunath’s father was 
not leading a happy life then, as two of his daughters became widows 
ata very early age. The prediction of the famous astrologer came true 
as Raghunath had throughout a brilliant career and his children are all 
well placed in life. His sisters’ sons are also well.established. Mr. Srikrishna 
Mahapatro retired as a District Judge. Late Ramakrishna Padhi was the 
I. G. of Police, but unfortunately he died before retirement. It may not 
be out of place to mention a few facts about the atmosphere prevailing 
in those days. The entire Collectorate and all the District officers were 
manned by Telugu people. There was not even a Oriya primary school 
for the education of the Oriya children. After the death of my father, 
I had gone to ‘Chatrapur and ‘was staying with my elder brother late 
Sri Anantaram Rath and for want of an Oriya school my education suffered 
for two ‘years. My friends late Sri U. C. Patnaik M. P. and Sri Narasinga 
Panda father of Rear Admiral Sarma joined in a Telugu school. The few 
Oriya officers had to pass a. Telugu test examination as the Court languages 
were English and Telugu and all documents and petitions filed into Courts 
were in Telugu Under the leadership of late Narsing Das (Sub-Registrar) 
the Oriya officers had to put up a hard fight to get the Oriya language 
recognised as one of the Court languages. 


Iremember Raghunath Padhi for his early primary education had 
to join a Telugu school. The Onslow Institution was raised to the status 
of a High School in the year 1914 and then . provision “was made for 
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teaching Oriya. Raghunath Padhi’s academic career was brilliant 
throughout. He had his high school education in the Onslow Institution 
Chatrapur under the able and ideal Headmaster late Rai Saheb Madan 
Mohan Rath and I believe his powerful character and disciplined life must 
have influenced Mr. Padhi's career toa great extent. I know Mr. Padhi 
never missed any opportunity to see his headmaster throughout his life. 


When Mr. Padhi was preparing for the S$. S. L. C. examination he 
appeared for class competitive examination in English essay writing and 
his headmaster lest he should be earned by his impression and give him 
first place, and asked me to value his papers as an outsider, and I was very 
much impressed with young Padhis composition and style and had to 
give the first place. In the public examination he came out creditably and 
won the Macdonald prize, 


In his college career he was always first class first and after finishing 
his brilliant college education he “preferred to enter the education depart- 
ment and accepted lecturership in Maharaja College, Paralakhemund;i for a 
short. period and when an offer came from the Andhra University, he 
joined the University College of Science but couid not continue long, 
‘when a foreign scholarship was available but his claims were overlooked 
by the university authority and Mr. Padhi had to kick off the job and 
enter the Orissa Provincial Service. It is regrettable that the Andhra 
University which was started with an munificent annual grant of one lakh 
of rupees from an Oriya Maharaja Sri Vikramdeb Verma should have 
disregarded the claims of the only Oriya candi-late, otherwise Mr. Padhi 
would have been an eminent educationist of India. 


Mr. Padhi held various offfice of responsibility in the Orissa Govt. 
and was promated to the I. A.S. cadrein the rightful recognition of his 
‘services and in ‘that capacity held responsible administrative post both in 
the province and in the centre. 


In this connection it may be mentioned that there is general criticism 
of the Government policy of appointing 1. A. S. people to the head of 
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every department. Mr. Padhi was an exception and he attained credit 
inall the responsible posts he was asked to occupy with dignity. 


Lastly Mr. Padhr’s selection to the high position of the Vice- 
Chancellorship of Berhampur University was hailed by all and he devoted 
his undivided attention to the affairs of the University. 


Though a retired administrative officer, Mr. Padhi was essentially 
a scholar and one most remarkable thing about Mr. Padhi was his eloquence 
and ability to make impromptive speeches at short noticein beautiful 
English. Some of his speeches show a brilliant mastery over English 
language. In his case English was more important a vehicle of expression 
than his mother tongue. 


It is a great loss to our country that life of such an eminent scholar 
and administrator was cut short. 


Digambar Rath 
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Dr N. C. PADHI, M. §., 
Assistant Professor of Surgery 
M. K. C. G. Medical College 


Berhampur (Gm.) 760001 


ORISSA 
LIFE 1S NOT ONLY FOR THE LIVING 


“There is a destiny that shapes our ends” was one of his favourite 
quotations. It was difficult to accept this from one of the most practical men 
I have come across Fatalism was a dirty word in his vocabulary. Yet, there 
he was quoting fatalism par excellence. I confess that to write or think 
dispassionatly about ones own father is impossible. Feelings and attitudes are 
bound to be influenced by the intimate relationship that necessarily exists 
between a father and his eldest son. I therefore plead the readers indulgence 
in judging this note. 


One of his favourite topics of discussion with us, his children, was the way 
he made it a success in his life. Yet, the under current of a latent disappoint- 
ment was palpable to me when I grew older. Probably it was this dissatis- 
faction with his achievements that spurred him on to do better. 


His grand father Ballav Narayan was a respected Pandit in the court of 
the Raja of Mandasa. That was not much of a background to write home 
about. His father Laxman some how broke away from the puritanical 
brahmin traditions and studied past Matriculation into college. That was 
the turning point. With a wider outlook and spurred on by that restless 
ambition, Laxman joined Govt. service and rose to the then high position of 
Dewan of Dharakote. Having thus broken. with tradition and puritanism 
the stage was set for his children to go further. Raghunath Prasad my father, 
was the youngest of seven children, the five eldest being daughters. He was 
only 12 when his father died. Though by that time he had already made a 
mark in the school, the Onslow Institution at Chatrapur he was too young to 
lose his father. Again, as it invariably happens, he and his elder brother 
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Satchidananda learnt rapidly to fend for themselves. Despite these difficulties, 
but helped by the constant ‘encouragement of Sri Madan Mohan Rath, his 
headmaster he stood first in the entire Northern circar in Matriculation. The 
family which now consisted of only the two brothers and mother shiffted to 
Berhampur to continue his college education. He spent two years in Kballi- 
kote College and passed his I. Sc. As ‘anticipated he got very high marks 
and stood second in the university. 


Against all advice and with very little money, he applied and got a seat 
in the prestigious Presidency College, Madras in Physics Honours. Three 
years later he came out with flying colours, having secured many awards and 
the university Gold Medal. His stay in Madras was the turning point in his 
career. He got the inspirration to appear for the I. C. S. examinations. 
He’sold all- his mother’s gold, which was not much, prepared for his 
examinations at Berhampur, then a not very inspiring small town, and 
appeared in the 1. C. S. examinations. Despite the fact that he stood first in 
India in five subjects he was not‘among the lucky three from amongst the few 
thousand candidates. This reverse did not discourage him to appear again 
the next year, 1932. Again he did equally well and again he was not 
among the lucky three. He was 14th & 16th in the All India list in the two 
years. This was a great disappointment, something he never could get over, 
all his life, though his jest for life remained undiminished. 


He was invited to join the staff ‘ of the Physics department, in prefer- 
ence to Ph. Ds. at the newly opened Andhra University at Vishakhapatnam. 
He stayed there for 3 years teaching honours classes and doing research in 
‘Magnetism & Paramagnetism, a recently developing field. 


With his legendary foresight he did not envisage a future at Andhra 
University. Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan was then the Vice Chancellor of 
Andhra University. Dr. Bhagwantham, a renowned physicist was his senior 
colleague. Against their advice he joined the newly formed Orissa Administra- 
‘tive service in the young province: of Orissa in 1938 as a Sub Deputy 
Collector. His brilliance was quickly recognisel and from the beginning 
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was given responsibilities in administration which were normally held by 
more senior persons. His rise was rapid. By 19412 he was a Deputy Collector 
superseding several people and holding charge of the wartime A. R. P. 
organisation at Cuttack. Next year he was inducted into the newly formed 
Civil Supplies Department and posted as Famine Relief Officer and C. S. O. 
at Balasore. During this period he came into close contact with Shri 
L. P. Singh the present Governor of Meghalaya and several luminaries of 
present day Orissa. After serving short ‘periods as C.S.O at Puri and 
Sambalpur he came back to Cuttack in 1946 as Asst. Secretary, Planning & 
Reconstruction department. Within two years he was promoted to take 
charge as Director of Agriculture from Dr. P. K. Parija who retired and 
became Vice Chancellor of Utkal University. His reputation as a brilliant 
administrator was already established. He got offers from Govt. of India, 
but when the I. A. S came into being and he was the only Deputy Collector 
from Orissa, chosen by the Emergency Recruitment done by the U.P.S-C, 
for direct appointment, he stayed on at Cuttack. In this also he stood first 
in India, as he later learnt years afterwards from the Chairman of the Board. 
In the I. A. S. he served as Secretary to Govt. Development Department 
1950-52, followed by a visit to the U. S.A. in the Leader Exchange Programme 
with that country, Deputy Commissioner Sambalpur 1952-53; Secretary, 
Board of Revenue, and then Secretary Revenue Deptt. upto 1957, Secretary, 
Finance upto 1959. He was then invited to become the Joint Secretary,- Mini- 
stry of Finance, Govt. of India, at New Delhi. He accepted the offer for two 
reasons. One was that we, his children would get a good education in the 
enlightened atmosphere of cosmopolitan Delhi and the other was that with 
this post he had at last caught up with the few of his batchmates who had got 
into I. C. S.- or other services. He used to nostalgically recall his college days. 
He renewed his old college contacts and on the whole reveled in the Delhi 
atmosphere. He was the Financial Adviser to the Ministry of Agriculture for 
sometime and visited Japan. He was on the Governing Boards of several 
central institutes, IIT's, National Laboratories etc. He was on the Sahitya 
Akademi & Lalit Kala Akademi boards. 


On the eve of his getting promoted to higher ranks at Delhi, domestic 
commitments and the invitation of the leaders in Orissa made him come back 
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to the state in late 1954 to take ‘over as Additional Chief: Secretary and 
Development Commissioner. During this period he was intimately involved 
in almost all aspects of state administration. When the proposal for an 
university in South Orissa came up he was virtually instrumental in pushing 
it through at the Government level and partly responsible for the political 
approval. Naturally, when the post of Vice Chancellor fell vacant with the 
retirement of Sri Lingaraj Panigrahi he was the automatic choice for the post. 
He still had 1} years of service as an L.A.S., a service to which he ‘belonged’ 
in all senses of the term. The decision to retire prematurely from the LA.S. 
was understandably difficult. His desire to do somethin g constructive for 
his home district and area was equally strong. He debated whether he could 
be of more use to this area remaining in the Government. But as a man in 
service his conscience would not permit him to show partiality to a particular 
area. Before he could fully make up his mind, the Vice Chancellership was 
offered to him and local and family pressure made his decision for him. 


At the beginning, early in January 1968, when he joined as V. C. he was 
plunged into organising the ‘convocatione This was for him an unusual 
experience. The pre-eminent position that he had held in Govermnent had 
never tested his organisational abilities in such straitened circumstances as he 
found in the fledgling university’ set up. Once the convocation went off 
smoothly he started having real doubts about the soundness of his decision to 
become the V.C. His privileged. position in the Govt. had given him a 
sense of security. The job satisfaction that he received was of a different 
genre, his policy dicisions were on a entirely different plane and his challenges 
were in a separate daimension. 


Here he was with a small disorganised office, a few buildings, al! old, 
dilapidated & rented, a miniscule budget and a non existent plan of‘develop- 
ment. He set about the task of building up a university with the zeal & 
fervour-of a passionate patriot. Even at home where we tried to divert his 
atterttion to the grand children, he would expound -his ideas about the 
university. 
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Organisation & expansion of the office, scrounging grants from the 
Govt. & the U.G.C. ‘opening up of departments, appointments of staff, 
acquiring a site, starting of buildings, getting a ‘recognition of our degrees & 
diplomas by the other universities and livening up the many other activities 
of the university rapidly followed. He may have sometimes seemed almost 
dictatorial in his attitude, but everybody scon realised, a benevolent one. 
Contrary to common practice, he was highly approachable, tried his best to 
be impartial and faced his problems square. 


During his tenure as V. C. student indiscipline & unrest was a universal 
feature all over the country. Sometimes it was difficult to keep ones objec- 
tives balanced. He would one day decide to give up the whole hopeless mess 
and resign. The next day he would be prepared to go ahead, whatever be the 
consequences. There were times when the strain was too great. It was only 
his supreme self confidence and the loyalty of his officers and colleagues, a 
loyalty which he seemed to generate among people who came into his contact, 
that kept him going. 


Though all this the work never ceased till at last the Berhampur Univer- 
sity matured and blossomed to take its place amongst the others in the 
country on equal terms. Sometimes, I am, told people in the other univer- 
sities cast jealous looks at us. His tenure of office was coming .towards an 
end in 1972. He had not taken a long leave throughout his Vice Chancellor- 
ship. We persuaded him vainly to take at least two months of leave prior 
to his retirement. This he would not do, as he did not want to blemish his 
record ‘of service. He had struck up an excellent rapport with Sardar 
Joginder Singh who was ‘Chancellor & Governor of Orissa. Joginder Singh 
had in the meanwhile joined as Governor of Rajasthan. From there he had 
already sent out feelers to him to become Vice Chancellor of the University 
of Rajasthan. He was however not very keen to continue in service, but at 
the same time he dreaded the possibility of a idle retired life. Towards the 
fag end of his terms he also had some indications that he might get a further 
term as V.C. here. He was hesitant about accepting the offer if that was 
made to him. 
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It however turned out that his boyhood friend Justice Mishra had been 
offered the post. He was very happy at this and prepared himself for a 
quiet retired life. This however did not last long. Shri M. C. Chagla who 
was in the panel for recommending Vice Chancellorships to the University of 
Rajathan suggested his name at the top of the list. Sardar Joginder Singh 
unhesitatingly accepted his name and persuaded him to join at Jaipur. By 
that time in 1973 my father had tasted retired boredom for a few months. 
Against the wishes of the family he decided to join as V.C., University of - 
Rajasthan. 


At Jaipur his brilliant tact and administrative ability was very quickly 
appreciated. He was accepted almost unanimously. He was responsible for 
several momentous decisions there which changed the character of the univer- 
sity administration and came to be known for new innovations like student 
participation, rotating headships, changes in the acts & statutes etc. 


Family pressure and breakdown of his health in the pre-emergency 
chaos of the university campus forced his resignation after one and a half 
years. He refused to withdraw his resignation despite appeals from various. 
student bodies, teachers unions and Sardar Joginder Singh himself. He came 
back to Berhampur by early 1975 and settled down at his old residence. In 
retirement he kept his restless mind in check by catching up with his reading 
both light and serious. His analytical interest in matters religious, often 
exasperated some of his old friends. He would often delight in destroying 
established religious dogmas s by quoting extensively from Gita. He also 
became physically more stable. On the whole he seemed to enjoy the endless 
holiday of retirement. The long hours spent with the grandchildren made 
both parties happy. He continued his pep talks to the children, took keen 
interest in their progress and often taught them. 


All good things do not .last forever however much we wish itso. In 
late November 1975 we decided to shift to our ancestral house on the 
Ramlingam Tank Road. Some renovations were made to the old house and on 
December 14th an auspicious day by all calculations, we shifted. He actively 
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directed the operations. Because of his meticulousness about everything, the 
timings, the arrangement of furnitures and every ‘other minor aspect we 
were.on our toes. At 1-30 P. M. we had lunch. He went to every room to 
see that everything was in order. He drove the car parked on the road into 
the compound and went as usual for his siesta. At 4’0O clock we had tea 
together. He was calm & peaceful. This peace and ‘calmness was all perva- 


ding. His presence would induce everyone around him to be less agitated and 
more attentive. 


He asked me to get ready to drive him to the old residence to return the 
keys. At 5 P. M. I'heard a commotion downstairs. 1 rushed down to find 


him sitting ‘peacefully near his bed, oblvious to all our pleadings and 
entreaties. 


He went away as meticulously as he would have wished to be. He left 
no loose ends behind him for his family to tie 1 do not know whether he 
woul approve of our mournings—something which he considered rudely 
sentimental and undesirable, 


But can we help ourselves when breaking from so complete a man and so 
total a father. 


N.C. Padhi 
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©୭ର ଜମସ 


ଉ: ହରିହର ପଞ୍ତନାସ୍ଟକ 
ସ୍ବାଉକୋଷ୍ଵ୍ର ବର୍ଗୀୟ ମୁଖ୍ଯ 

ବ୍ରହ୍ମପୁର ବିଶ୍ଟ୍‌ ବଦ୍ଯାଲପ୍ଟ, ଭଞ୍ଜବିହାର 
ବ୍ରଦ୍ମସ୍ତର-୬ (ଗଞ୍ଜାମ) 


୪ ରଘୁନାଥ ଗ୍ରସାଦ ାରିଙ୍କ ନାମ ସ୍ଵରଣ ମାନ୍ତେ ହାଇସୋଡ଼କ ସ୍ପଭଃ 
ଉ୍‌ଗରକୁ ଉ୍‌ଠିଯାଏ । ଓଡ଼ଶାର ଅଗ୍ରଗଭତରେ ସେରେ ଲୋକ ସାଦ୍ାସ୍ଯ କରଚନ୍ତ 
ସେମ୍ଭାନଙ୍କ ମଧ୍ଯରେ ସେ ଅନ୍ଯର୍ରମ ¦ ଅନ୍ତ ମେଧାସୀ ଗ୍ରତ୍ତ ନ୍ରସୀବରେ ରାଙ୍କର୍‌ ନାମ 
ଅନୁ । ବଗିଷ୍କ ବୈଜ୍ଞାନକ ଭଗବନ୍ତମ୍ବଙ୍କ ସଙ୍ଗେ ଗଚବଷଣା କରବାର ସୁଯୋଗ ସାର୍‌ 
ସିଂ ଭଂ ରମଭଣଙ୍କ ପସ୍‌କ୍ଷାଗାରଗର୍‌ ସେ ଜାଇଥୁଲେ ! ଜାନା କାରଣବଶରଃ ସେ 
ସୁଯୋଗ ସେ ଦହରଗ୍ବଇଲେ । ସେନ୍ଦଠାରେ ତାଙ୍କ ଜୀବନର ଘପରବଣ୍ଡିନ ସିମ । 
ଝ୍‌୯୩୭ ମସିହାରେ ଓଡ଼ଶା ସ୍ୃଉନ୍ତ୍ର ସ୍ରଚଦଶ ହେଲା ।! ସେନ୍ଦ୍ର ସମପ୍ୃରେ ସେ ଓଡିଡ଼ଶାକୁ 
ଫେର୍‌ଆସି ରାଜସ୍ବ ବତ୍ତରଗରେ ଯୋଗଦେଲେ । କରନ୍ତୁ ଭାଙ୍କର୍‌ ଜ୍ଞାନ ପିପାସୀ ନଙ୍ବାପିର 
ହେଲା ନାନି । ସେ ଗ୍ରଜସ୍ପ ବଭ୍ତଗରେ ବହୁ ଉ୍‌ନ୍ନତ୍ତ କର୍‌ ଶେଷରେ ଓଡ଼ଶାର ଅତ୍ତରକ୍ତ 
ରଫ୍‌ ସେତେ ଟ୍‌ ଉଦରେ ଅଧ୍ର୍ଣ୍ଡ ଭୂ ଦେଲେ । ତାଙ୍କର କାର୍ଯ୍ଯଦକ୍ଷଭା ଛଷପ୍ତ 
ସେଉ୍ଵମାଚନେ ଦେଖିଛନ୍ତ, ସେମାନେ ଆକମଧ୍ୟ ସେକଥା କହନ୍ତୁ । ୧୯୭୮ ମସିହାରେ 
ଭାଙ୍କୁ ବ୍ରଦ୍ମପୂର ବଶ୍ବଦଯାଳପ୍ର କ୍ଳ୍ତଭ୍ତ ଗଦ ଗ୍ରହଣ କରିବାକୁ ଅଡ଼ଲା । ମା 
ଏକବର୍ଣ୍ ତରୁ ବଶ୍ଟବଦ୍ଯାଳପ୍ ୬ ଲଙ୍ଗରରଜ ଖାଣିଗ୍ରାଘ୍ଙ୍କ କ୍ଲଳପ୍ତତ୍ତରେ ସୂଙ୍ତ 
ହୋଇଥାଏ । ବଶ୍ଟବ୍ଧଦ୍ଯାଲପ୍ଟର ନଜସ୍ପ ଘର୍‌ ନଥାଏ । ସେଭେବେଳେ ଶିଷ୍ଷା 
ଛଘ୍ତରଗରେ ଏକ ଅସ୍ବାସ୍ବ୍କ ବାଭାବରଣ ରୃୁଲଥା ଏ । ସେନ୍ଦ୍ର ସମପ୍ୃରେ କ୍ଲୁଲପଞ୍ତ 
କାର୍ଯତ୍ବର ଗ୍ରହଣ କର ଦକ୍ଷଭା ଓ , ଦଭୃଢଡ଼କାର ସହ ସେ ଯେପରି କାର୍ସ୍ଯ ଆରମ୍ଭ 
କଲେ ଉଭାହା ସ୍ତକ୍ଧଭରେ ସ୍ଶଂସାର୍ଦ୍ଧ । ତାଙ୍କର ସ୍ରଗାତ଼ ଚେଷ୍ଟା ଫଳରେ 
ଛଶ୍ଟଦ୍ଯାଲପ୍ୃ ରୁଖରରେଖ ଜେଇ ଆକ ଭଞ୍ଜରହାରରେ ଗଢି ଡୃଠିଛୁ । ବଶ୍ବ- 
ବଛଦ୍ରଯାଳସ୍ର ଶୁଭ ଦେବାଗାଇଁ ସେ ସମ୍ଭ୍ଟ୍‌ର ଅଥ ଖାଳଝୁଳ କରିବାରୁ ସେ ନଜେ 
୧ ୯୫୯ ମସିଦ୍ା ଦଶଦ୍ରଘ ଶୁଭ ଭିଥ୍ବରେ ଭଞ୍ଜବଦୀରଠାରେ ବଶ୍ବବଦ୍ଯାଲସ୍ଟର ତ୍ତି 
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ଅସ୍ତର୍‌ ସ୍ଥାନ କଲେ । ଅଲ୍ପବଦ୍ଧନ ମଧରେ ବଣଶ୍ଟବବ୍ରଯାଲୟ୍ ଗରି ଉଠିଲା । ଗ୍ରଥମେ 
ଗୋହିଏ ସ୍କାଭକୋତ୍ତର ବଘଭ୍ବଗରେ ମାନ୍ତ ୨୧ ଜଣ ଗ୍ରନ୍ତଙ୍କୁ ଜେଇ ସେଜ୍‌ 
ବିଶ୍ବ ବଦ୍ଯାଳୟୁର ସ୍କାଇକୋତ୍ତର ବଭ୍ରଗ ସ୍ଥାପିର ହୋଇଥ୍ବତ୍ାଟ ଆକି ସେଠାରେ ୧୩ 
ଗୋଝଵି ସ୍କାରକୋଞ୍ର ଛଘ୍ବଗ ଖୋଲା ଯାଇଛୁ ଏଙ୍କ ଗ୍ରନ୍ନଗ୍ରର୍ୀ ସଂଖ୍ଯା ମାନତ ୬° ର୍ର 

ବଢ଼ି ୪୭ ୧ର୍ର ଉ୍‌ଦ୍ଧ ˆ ଦେଲାଣି ଏବଂ ଏହା ଦ୍ର .ଛଗଭତରେ ଆଗେଇ ଗଲତ ସୀମ୍ବଦ୍ଧିକ 
ଛନଳ୍କନ ବସଘ୍ତଗ ଶୀତ ଖୋଲବାର ଆଶା ଅଛୁ ¢ 


ଅବଡହେଲର ଦକ୍ଷିଣ ଓଡ଼ଶା ଭଥା ଓଡଶାର୍‌ ଜ୍ଞାନ ସ୍ତସାର ଦ୍ଦଗରେ ” ଗାଭି- 
ଙ୍କର୍‌ ଅଷ୍ରାଣ ଚେଷ୍ଟା ଏନ୍ସ ବଣ୍ଡ ବିଦ୍ୟାଲୟ ଇଵ୍ଚଦାସରେ ସ୍ପର୍ଷ୍ାକ୍ଷରରେ . ଲପିବର 
ହୋଇ ରନ୍ଦବ | ସେ ଏଥୁଗାଇଁ ବଡ଼ୁ ଖ୍ରମ ସ୍ଵୀକାର କରନଛନ୍ତ କନ୍ଧ ସର୍ତୁବବେଳେ ହସ 
ହସ ମୁହଁରେ ଏହା କରଛନ୍ତ । ଯେ କୌଣସି ଅବସ୍ଥାରେ ସେ ସତଫୁଞ୍ ଭ୍ଵବରେ କାର୍ଯ୍ୟ 
କରି ସାଆନ୍ତ । ଗ୍ର ଅଭତ୍ବବକ, ଅଧାଗକ, କରମର୍ମିଗ୍ଵସ୍ବ ଆନ୍ଦ ସମସ୍ତଙ୍କ ଗାଇଁ 
ଚାଙ୍କ ଦ୍ବାର ସବଂଦା ଉନ୍ତ୍ରକ୍ତ ଥଲା ! ତାଙ୍କୁ ଦେଖିଲେ ମନେ ହେଉଥଲା ସେର 
ଲ ସେ ଉ୍‌ଜ୍ରଳମଣି ୪ ଗୋଷବନ୍ଧ ଙ୍କର କାରାକବଭାର ଉକ୍ତ ଅକ୍ଷରେ ଅକ୍ଷରେ 
ପାଳନ କରୁଛନ୍ତ । 

“ମିଶୁ ମୋର ଦେହ ଏଦେଶ ମାଝିରେ, 
ଦେଶବାସୀ ଗଲ ଯାଆନ୍ତୁ ପିଠିରେ ।” 

ଏନ୍ଦ୍ର ମହାତ୍ବାଙ୍କ କଥା ଆକ ମନେ ଗଡ଼ରଲ୍‌ ମନଗର ଅଷ୍ାର ଉ୍‌ସ୍ଥାହ ଆସେ ¦ 
ନ୍ତଦ୍ମସୂର୍‌ ବଣ୍ଡ ବଦ୍ଯାଲସପ୍ତ ଭାଙ୍କ ନକରେ ରଚରର୍ବଣୀ । ଏଗର ମଦ୍ରାତ୍ପାମ୍ମାନଙ୍କର 
ଆର୍ର୍ଭାବ ନଦେଲେ କୌଣସି ଅନ୍ଧୁଷ୍ଠାନ ଗଢି ଉଠିବା କଷ୍ମକର ଡ଼ୂଏ । ଢାଙ୍କ ଜୀବସୀ 
' ଲେଖାହେଲେ ବଡ଼ୁ ଶିକ୍ଷଣୀଙ୍ଵ କନ ମିଲବ । ମୋର ଆଶା ଗ୍ର, ଗିକ୍ଷକ ଉଥା 
ଜନସାଧାରଣ ଚାଙ୍କ ଙୀବସୀରୁ କ୍ତ ଗ୍ରହଣ କଲେ ବଦେଶଢଥା ଦଶର ସ୍ତଭୁଭ ଉନ୍ଲାତି 
ହେବ । 

ଆଜ ଏନ୍ସ ଅବସରରେ୍‌ ୪ ଖାର଼ିଙ୍କର ଗୁଣ କ୍ଵୀଞ୍ଚିନ କରିବାର ଶକ୍ତ ମୋର 
ନାନି । ଭାଙ୍କ ଆମ୍ପାର ସଦ୍‌ଗଭ୍ତ ହେଉ ! ଏହାହିଁ ଏକମାନ୍ତ କାମଜା । ସେ ଆମର୍‌ 
ରର ନମସ୍ୟ ହୋଇ ରନ୍ଦ୍ରବେ ! 

ଡ଼: ହର୍ହର ପଞଚନାସ୍ଟ୍‌କ 


Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


€. Ln) 
ସ୍ପଗୀୟ କୁଳଶପଭି 
ଉଡ: ଲୁଞ୍ଚବହାରୀ ନୁପାଠୀ 


୧୯୫୧ ମସ୍ବୀଦ୍ରାଠ ଅଗଣ୍ ୧୫ ଭାର୍‌ଖ | ଲ୍‌ଣ୍ରନ ନଗର୍ଵରେ ଇଣ୍ଡିଆ ମଗ୍‌ 
ପଷରୁ ଘ୍ବରଭର ସ୍ଵାଧୀନଭା ଗ୍ରାର୍୍ତ ଙ୍ଲାରକ ଉ୍‌ସବ ଉତ୍ତଲକ୍ଷେ ଗୋଝିଏ ବଡ଼ ସସ୍ତ 
ଦେଉଥାଏ ¦ ଛଲାଭର ବଉତ୍ନ ଘାଜନୈଭ୍ତକ ଦଲର ନେକଜ୍କ ଯ୍ଥାମୀତ୍କ କେତେକ ବକ୍ର: 
ବଡୁ ଇଁଗ୍ବ୍ଚୀ ଭଦ୍ତବ୍ଯକୁ ଓ ଅନେକ ତ୍ବରଖପ୍ଟଙ୍କ ଦ଼ାଗ୍‌ ସ୍ତଶସ୍ତ ସଘ୍ତଗୃଡ଼ ଭରପୂର 
ହୋଇଥାଏ ! ବଲାଉଭର ପ୍ରଧାନ ମନ୍ତ୍ରୀ ଲର୍ଡ଼ ଅ୫୍‌ଲ ଦ୍ରୋଇଥାନ୍ତ୍ର ସଘ୍ରସତ । ସପ୍ତ 
ସ୍ତାରମ୍ଭ ହେବାରେ କେରେକ କମ୍ବ୍ଯନଙ୍ଗ ଗନ୍ଥୀ ଇଁଗ୍ଵଜ୍ଚୀ ଲୋକ ସଘ୍ରମଣ୍ ତ ନକଞକ୍କ 
ଯାଇ ଅଶଲଙ୍କ ଜେଵ୍ଧତ୍ତକୁୁ ସମାଲେେରନା କର୍‌ ବକ୍ପତୀ ଦେଇ ବାରମ୍ବାର ବଶ୍ୃଙଳା 
ଘଶାଇରଲେ । କନ୍ଧ ଅଲ ନରୁଦ୍‌ବଗ୍ଧରତ୍ତ୍ର ଓ ପ୍ତସନ୍ତମୁଖ ହୋଇ ବସିଥାନ୍ତ । 
ବଶୃଙ୍କଲାକାର୍‌ମାଜେ ସେମାନଙ୍କ ବକ୍ତବ୍ଯ ପ୍ରକାଶ ଘରେ ଶାନ୍ତ ହେଲ । ଭାଗରେ 
ସତ୍ତକା ରଯ ସୁଶ୍ୃ ଝଳ ତ୍ଵବେ ଗ୍ଵଲଲା । ବମ୍ଲତର ବନ୍ତ ରାଜନୈନ୍ତକ ଦଲର ଅଟଝଜେକ 
ପରତତ୍୍ତିଭ ସଭ୍ୟ ସ୍ତରଭର ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା ପ୍ରାର୍ଦ୍ତ ରର୍‌ ଆନନ୍ଦ ସ୍ତକାଶ କଲେ । ଶେଷରେ 
ଘ୍ରରଭ -ଶୁତ୍ଵକାଂକ୍ଷୀ ସତତ ଲର୍ଡ ଅଝ୍ଲ ମଧ | 


କ୍ୁଳଗତ୍ତ ଶ୍ରୀଯୁକ୍ତ ତାଡ଼ି ତାଙ୍କର ପାଞ୍ଚବର୍ଵ କାଳ ବ୍ରଦ୍ମସୁର ବଶ୍ଟବଦ୍ଯା ଳୟ୍ଟର 
କ୍ୁଳତ ଦାର୍ଦ୍ଭ୍ଵ ଭୁତ୍ଲଲଇବା ବେଳେ, ରାଜନୈତ୍ତକ ଦଳର୍‌ ଅଙ୍ଗୀଭୁର କୌଣସି 
ଗ୍ରସଗୋଦ୍ୀର ସ୍ତଗ୍ବର ସତ୍ଘଗୃଡକରେ ବହୁ କ୍‌ କ୍ର ଶରବ୍ଯ ଦୋଇ ଅଛନ୍ତ କନ୍ଧ 
ନଚ୍ିକାର ଓ ନରି ରରତ୍ତରେ ସେ ବଣ୍ଟବଦ୍ୟାଳପ୍ଟର ଉତ୍ତିକୁ ଦୃଭକର ବହୁବଧ ଉନ୍ଲତ 
ସଂପାଦନ କରବା ମଧ୍ଧରେ ଗ୍ରନ୍ତମାନଙ୍କର ଦୁ ଷ୍କ ମଙ୍ଗଳ ସାଧନ କର୍ଵଯାଇ ଅନନ୍ତ ! 


୧୯୭୮ ଡ଼ସମ୍ବରଠାରୁ ୧୯୭୩ ଜାନୁସ୍ଟାର ଗର୍ସ୍ଯନ୍ଧ ଓଡ଼ିଆ ବଛଭ୍ରଗର 
ସ୍ତଫେସର ଘ୍ବବରେ, ଏଥୁରୁ ଏକବର୍ଷ ବଶ୍ଟିବଦଯାଲପ୍ଡ ଗ୍ରହ ସଂଘର ନସ୍ଟାମକ 
ଉତଦେଣ୍ଟା ଘ୍ରବରେ ଏବଂ ତ୍ତାସୁ ଦୁଇବର୍ଝ ସମସ୍ତ ସ୍ବାଭକୋଞ୍ଜର ବଭ୍ରଗର ମୁଖ୍ଯ 
(Head, P.G. Depts). ଘ୍ଵବରେ ଭାଙ୍କ ଘନସ୍ଟ ସମ୍ପଙ୍କରେ ମୁ ଆସି ତାଙ୍କ ବଚନକ୍ଷଣ୍୍ତା› 


ସଦ୍ଧ ଦୟା ଓ ସହା ଭ୍ଲତତ ଶୀଳଭ୍ତାର ବହୁ ନଦର୍ଶନ ଗାଇଅଛୁ 
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ଦକ୍ଷିଣ ଓଡ଼ଶାର୍‌ ଓଡିଆ 6 ସଂସ୍କ୍‌ତ୍ତ ସ୍ତ୍ାର ଭାଳଗନ ଗୋଥୁ ସଂଗ୍ରହ ଓ 
ରକ୍ଷଣାବେକ୍ଷଣ ପାଇଁ 6 ଗୋଝିଏ ଷ୍ଟ ମୁକପ୍ଟମର ତ୍ତ୍ତି ସ୍ଥାଗନା ପାଇଁ ଜଣେ 
ସଂସ୍କୃତ ଷର୍ଣ୍ଡ ରଙ୍କ ` ନୟୁକ୍ତ ସକାଶେ ଓଡ଼ଆ ସଫେଥର ତ୍ବବରେ ମୁଁ ସୁଗାରଶ୍‌ 
କରନ୍ତେ ସେ ଚ୍ରାହା ସାଦରେ ଗ୍ରହଣ କର ତୁରନ୍ତ ଜଣେ ଗଣତି ରଙ୍କ ନୟୁକ୍ତର 
ବ୍ଯବସ୍ଥା କରଥିଲେ; ଫଳଲଭଃ ଆକ ବହୁ ମୃଞ୍ଚାର ଭୀଳପଷନ ପୋଥୁ ସମେଇ ଗୋଡିଏ 
ମ୍ଯକପଟମ୍‌ ଦଶ୍ଟ ଛଦଯାଲପୁ ପରସରରରେ ଗର୍ଜି ଉଠିଛୁ । 


ଦ୍ଦ୍ଲୀ, ଉଜ୍ଜର୍ଦୁ ମ ୍ତଭ୍ଵ୍ତକୁ ସ୍ରାଚୟ ବଦ୍ଯା ସଘ୍ତ ଅଧ ବେଶନରେ ଯୋଗଦେବା! 
ସମ୍ଭପ୍ଟେ ଗୁସ୍ତକ ସ୍ତଦର୍ଶସୀ ୭୍ତଭ୍ଭଭତରେ କୌଣସି ମୂଙ୍ଖବାନ୍‌ ଗ୍ରହ ଦେଖିଲେ, ଓଡିଆ 
ସେମିନାର ଲାଇଚ୍ବେଗ୍ଵ ତାଇଁ ସଚଙ୍କ ସଙ୍ଗେ ଚ୍ରାହା ମଗାଇବା ପାଇଁ ମୋରେ ଅନ୍ତୁ 
ବଦେଇଥ୍ୁଲେ । ଏହା ଫଳରେ ଏଡଶାର ସଦ୍ଧୁ ବଶ୍ଟ ବଦ୍ଯାଳଲୟ୍ତର ଓଡ଼ିଆ ସେମିନାର 
ଲଁଇଚ୍ତେଗ୍‌ ମଧ୍ଯରେ, ବ୍ରଦ୍ମସ୍ବର ବଶ୍ଟ୍‌ବଦଯାଳୟ୍ର ସେମିନାର୍‌ ଲାଇଚ୍ରେଗ୍ଵ ସ୍ବଷ୍େଷ୍ତ 
ହୋଇଅନଛୁ | 


ଓଡ଼ଶାର ଡନୋଝିଯାକ ବଶ୍ଟ ବଦ୍ଯାଳପ୍ ମଧ୍ଯରେ ଓଡିଆ ସ୍ରଫେସର୍‌ ଅଦ 
ସର୍ଣ୍ଣ କର ଭଦହିଁରରେ ସ୍ତଚଫସର ନୟକ୍ର କରବାରେ ବ୍ରତ୍ମସୁର  ଛଶ୍ଟବଦ୍ଯାଳ୍ତ 
ହେଉଛ୍ତୁ ପ୍ରଥମ । ଏହା ଭାଙ୍କ ଦୂରଦଶିଭାର ଫଳ । 


ଅପ୍ତତ୍ାଶିରଘ୍ବଦକ କୌଣସି କାରଣନ୍ତ କୁଳାଧ୍ରପଭ୍ତ ବର୍ଷେ ସମ୍ମାବଣ୍ଚିନ 
.ଉ୍‌ସ୍ବରେ ଅଜୁଷପ୍ଥି ଭ ହୃଅଚ୍ତେ) କୁଲଗ୍ଷ ପାଭି ସମଭାବଣ୍ଵିନ ଉ୍‌ୟ୍‌ବ ସୁଶୃଙ୍କଳଭ୍ବବେ 
ସମ୍ପାଦନ କରଥ୍ବଲେ । ବ୍ରଦୁ ସଶଣାରେ ଚାଙ୍କ ସ୍ତତ୍ାସ୍ତନ୍ନମତତଭା ଓ ଶାସନ୍ପକ 
ବଚକ୍ଷଣତା ମୁଁ ଉ୍‌ପଲବ୍‌ଧ୍ବ କରଅଛୁ । 


ସମଗ୍ର ଓଡ଼ଶାର ଅଗଣିତ ସହୃଦୟ ସେଉଁ ମାନେ ତାଙ୍କ ସମ୍ପର୍କରେ ଆସିଛନ୍ତ› 
ତାଙ୍କ ବ୍ଲ ।ଗରେ ମର୍ମାହର ଦୋଳ ଛନ୍ତ ! 


ଚେଣୁ କୁଳପ୍ତ ଗାରି ମୃତ୍ଖଲ୍ଲଭ କର ମଧ୍ଯ ଅମର ରହ୍ରଛନ୍ତ ! 


ଡ଼: କୁଞ୍ଜବହାରୀ ଛପାଠୀ 
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ସ୍ପର୍ଚକ ରଶ୍ୁଳାଥ ସ୍ତସାଦ ପାଢି 


ଶ୍ରୀ ଗୋଲୁଲ ଚନ୍ଦ ଖ୍ତପଥୀ 
, ବି. ଏ. ଅଜର୍ସ (ଲଣ୍ଡନ) 
ଅବସର ୟ୍ଥାପ୍ତ ସ୍ବ ଲଶିଷା ନଦେ ଶକ, ଓଡ଼ଶା 


ସ୍ଵର୍ଗର ରଘୁନାଥ ସ୍ତସାଦ ଗା଼ିଙ୍କ ସମ୍ପର୍କରେ କନୁ ଲେଖିଲ୍ଭ ଚବଚଳେ ମନର 
ଅନେକ ସୃ ତ ଜାଗର୍ରକ ହୋଇଉଠେ । ମନେହୁଏ ସଚ ଯେଗର ସେ ଆମ୍ଭମାନଙ୍କ 
ମଧରେ ବସି କଥାବାର୍ତା କରୁ ଅଛନ୍ତ ।! ସେ ଏକବର୍ଦ ହେତ୍ମ ଇଦସଂସାର ଗ୍ରଡ଼ 
ଗ୍ଵଲ ଗଲେଣି, ମାନ ତାଙ୍କ ମଧୂର ଗନ୍ମୀର କଥା ଏ ଗର୍ଯ୍ଯନ୍ତ ମନରେ ଅଚନଳକ 
ସମୟରେ ଆସୁଅଛୁ । ସେ ମାନତ ୭୪ ବର୍ଣ ବପ୍ବସରେ ଇହସଂସାର ଗ୍ରଡ଼ ଗ୍ଲମିଚବେ, 
ଏହା ଆମ୍ଭମ୍ମାନଙ୍କ କଲ୍ଧଜ୍ତା ମ୍ୂର୍ଗ କର୍‌ ନଥୁଲା । 


ଗଞ୍ଜାମରେ ଅଠବର୍ଣରୁ ଅଧ୍ଵକ କାଳ ଦକ୍ଷିଣ ଶିକ୍ଷାମଣ୍ଡଳର ସ୍ତ ଲ୍‌ ଇର୍‌ଦର୍ଣକ 
ଥଲମବବବଳ, ମୁଂ ତାଙ୍କ ସମ୍ଭଳଛରେ ଅଟଚନକ କଥା ଶୁଣିବାକୁ ାଇଥୁଲ । ଗ୍ରୁଡ଼ା- 
ବୟ୍ଥାରେ ଚାଙ୍କର ଧୀମଭା ଓ ସନ୍ତାନ ମ୍ଭ, ଅଧାପନାରେ ସାରଦଶିଭା, ସରକାସ 
କାର୍ଯ୍ୟରେ ନ୍ଧ ଓ କର୍ମ କୁଗଲଭ୍ତା, ସୁତ୍ଧତ୍ତ ନୈନ୍ତକଭା ଓ ସଚଙ୍କାର ବଲ 
ବ୍ୟକ୍ତ ସମ୍ପର୍କରର ବଡ଼ୁଲେକ ମୋରେ ବତୃକଥା କନ୍ରଥୁଲେ । ମୁଁ ସୁଚଯୋଗ 
ଖୋଜ୍ଟଥିଲ କଗର ଢାଙ୍କ ସନ୍ରଚ ମୋର ସାକ୍ଷାର ଡେବ | ଅଲ୍ପକାଳ ଖରେ ମୋରେ ସେ 
ସୁଧା ମିଲଗଲା । ସନ ୧ ୯୫୮ ମସିହାରେ ମୁଁ ଶିଷା ବଘ୍ବଗର ଡ଼େସ୍ଟଵି ସେନେଚ ର 
ରୁଷେ ଭୁ ବଚନଶ୍ବରରେ ଅବସ୍ଥାପିତ ହେଲ । ସେ ସମରେ ସ୍ପର୍ଗର ଲିଙ୍ଗଗକ 
ପାଣିଗ୍ରାସ୍ସ ଶିକ୍ଷା ଓ ଆଇନ ବସ୍ତ୍ଗର ମନ୍ତ୍ରୀ ଥାଆନ୍ତୁ । ଚାଙ୍କ ବାସଭବନରେ ଖାରି 
ବାଙ୍କ ସନ୍ଧଭ ମୋର୍‌ ସ୍ରଥମ ସାକ୍ଷାତ । ଅଲ୍ପ ସମୟ ଆଳାପ ଖରେ ସେ ସେଠାରୁ 
ବାହାର ଗଲେ । ସେ ଅଭ୍ତରକ୍ତ ରଫ୍‌ ସେହେଵେଗ୍୍‌ ଓ ଡେଭଲଫ୍‌ମେଣ୍ଡ କମିଶନର 
ଥାଆନ୍ତୁ । ସରକାର୍‌ କାର୍ସଏରେ ସମ୍ମତ ସମପ୍ଟରେ ଭାଙ୍କୁ ଭେଝିବାର ଆବଶ୍ଯକରା 
ପଡ଼ୁଥୁଲା | ଭାଙ୍କର କର୍ମକଲଶଳଚା,  ଜିପୃମାନୁ ବରର, ଅଧସ୍ତଜ କମ୍ମିଗୃଝ୍ବମାନଙ୍କ ସ୍ରଭତ 
ସଦାଗ୍ବର୍‌ ଓ ସୌଜନ୍ୟ ଦେଖି ମୁଁ ମନେ ମନ ଭାଙ୍କ $ ର ଉଚ୍ଚମୁଞ୍ାପୃନ 
କରଜେଲ | 
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ନମଣଃ ମ୍ବ ଭାଙ୍କ ନକଃ ସମ୍ପର୍କରେ ଆସିଲ । ସେ ସରବାଳସ୍ତ ମାର୍ଗରେ 
ଚଗୋଵ୍ଧିଏ ବଙ୍ଗଳାରେ ରହ୍ଧଥାଆନ୍ତ ଏବଂ ମୁଁ ମ଼ାସ୍ପା ଗାଳ ମାର୍ଗର ଚଗାଝିଏ ଘର 
ରହୃଥା ଏ । ସଂଧା ସମସ୍ୃରେ କମ୍ପ ଛୁଝି ଦଦନରେ ମୁଁ ତାଙ୍କ ବଙ୍ଗଳୀକୁ ସାଏ ଏଙ୍ଗଂ 
ସାଧୀରଣଭଃ ଶିଷା, ସଂସ୍କଭ, ସାନ୍ଦ୍ରତା ଓ ଭାଙ୍କ ଅନ୍ତୁଭୁ ଉପରେ କଥାବାଣ୍ଡା 
କରୁ" । ସେ ଛନ୍ଚସୁର ଅନ୍‌ସ୍ୋ ଇନ୍‌ର୍ଣ୍ଛ ଚଉ୍ଉସନ୍‌ର ଘ୍ରୱ ଥୁଲେ । ଏସ୍‌. ଏସ୍‌. ଏଲ. 
ସି. ଗର୍‌୍ଷାରେ ଗ୍ରଥମ ୍ଥାନ ଅଧ୍ବକାର କରଥ୍ୁଲେ ।! ମାହ,।କର ନାଏଣ୍କ୍‌ କଲେଜରେ 
ଅଦ୍ଯପ୍ନ କର୍‌ ସେ ଭତାର୍ଥ ବଜ୍ଜାନରେର ଏମ. ଏସ୍‌ ସି. ପର୍‌କ୍ଷାରେ ବଶ୍ଟ ବଦ୍ଯାଳପ୍ତରେ 
ପ୍ରଥମ ଯ୍ଥାନ ଅଧ୍ବକାର କର ସ୍ଵର୍ତ୍ତ ପଦକ ସ୍ରରସ୍ଟଭ ହୋଇଥୂଲେ । ଏହାଇରେ ତାଙ୍କର 
କମିମପ୍ତ୍‌ ଜୀବନ ଆରମ୍ଭ । ପ୍ରଥମ୍ଭ ତାରଲାଚ ଖମ୍ବ ଣ୍ଣ ରେ ଅଧ୍ୟାପକ ରୁଗେ କରୁ 
କାଳ କାର୍ଯ୍ଯ କରବା ସରେ ସେ ଭ୍ତଇଜାଗ କଲେଜରେ ପଦାର୍ଥ ବଳ୍ତନ ଅଧାପକ 
ରୁଗେ ନୟ୍ୁକ୍ର ହେଲେ । ସେ ସମପପଟକ୍ୁ ଓଡ଼ଶା ସ୍ଵଭନ୍ତ୍ର ସ୍ତଦେଶ ହୋଇ ସାରଥୁଲା । 
ନଜର ସୋ ଗ୍ଯଭା ବଳରେ ସେ ସବୁଡେପୁଝି ସ୍ବ ଗୃସ୍ଵଭ ହୋଇ କାର୍ଯ୍ଯାରନ୍ତ 
କଲେ । ଓଡ଼ଶା ସରକାରରେ ସେ ହମଶଃ ଉ୍‌ଚଚଗ୍ର ଉ୍‌ଚ୍ଚତର ସୋଘାନକ୍ସୁ ଉନ୍ନୀତ 
ହୋଇ ଶେଷରେ ଆଇ: ଏ: ଏସ୍‌ ଶ୍ରେଣୀରେ ଚବେଶ ମାଭ କଲେ ଏବଂ ଏକାଧ୍ବକ 
ବିଘ୍ରଗରେ କାର୍ସ“କର କେହ,ସରକାରଙ୍କ ଅର୍ଥମନ୍୍ଣାଳୟ୍ତରର ସୁଗ୍ଧ ସେଚ 
ରୁଖେ କରୁକାଳ ଅବସ୍ଥାପିତ ହେଲେ । ସେଠାରୁ ପୂଣି ଓଡ଼ିଶାକୁ ଆସି ଶେଷରେ 


ଅଭ୍ତରକ୍ତ ରଫ୍‌ ସେଃଡ଼େର୍‌ ଓ ଡ଼େଉଲସୁମେଣ୍ଡ କମିଶନର ପଦସୀ୨ର ନପୁକ୍ତ 
ହେଲେ । 


ପ୍ରଶାସନ କ୍ଷେନରେ ସର୍ଦଦକାଳ କୁ୍ତତ୍ତ ସହ କାର୍ଯ୍ୟକର ସୁଦ୍ଧା ସେ ଅଧା କର 
ଗଚବେଷଣାମ୍ପକ ରନ୍ତାଧାଗ୍‌ ଓ ଦୂ୍ଛ୍‌ ଭଙ୍ଗୀ ଅକ୍ଷୂର୍ଷ୍ତ ରଖିଥ୍ବଲେ । ଶିଷ୍ଷାସ୍ତତ୍ତ ତାଙ୍କର 
ଛ୍ତଶେଷ ଆଗ୍ରହ ଥଲ । ଏବଂ ସେ କଡ଼ୁଥ୍ୁଲେକ “ବଶ୍ଟବଦ୍ଯାଳସ୍ତ ଗିକ୍ଷା ଅନ୍ଯାନ୍ଯ 
ଉ୍‌ନ୍ନକ ଦେଶର ଶିକ୍ଷା ସଦୃଶ୍ୟ ମେଧାଙ୍କ ଗ୍ରଛଗ୍ରବୀଙ୍କ ସଭ ଉଦ ଷ୍ଟ ହେବା ବାଞ୍ଜସପ୍ପ । 
ସେଉ୍ଵ୍ଭାନଙ୍କର ସେ ସ୍ୋଗ୍ଯରା ନାହଁ, କନ୍ଧ ସେମ୍ଭାନଙ୍କର କାର୍ଯ୍ୟ କର୍‌ବାର ଗ୍ରଚ୍ଧ୍ତି 
ଅର୍ଥ, ସେମଭାନଙ୍କୁ ଭ୍ନ୍ତର ଭ୍୍‌ନ୍ତ ଧନ୍ଦାରେ ଚାଲମ ଦେବା ଉ୍‌ରଭ । ଦେଶର ଜାନା 
ବୈୈଷର୍ସୁ "କ କ୍ଷେତରେ ଅନେକ ଭାଲମଷ୍ାସ୍ତ ଯୁବକ ୟୁବତ୍ର ଆବଶ୍ଯକ । ଏଭଲ. 
ବଡୃତ ଲୋକ ତେଶରେ ନାହାନ୍ତର ଚେଣୁ ଆମ୍ଭମାନଙ୍କର ମେଜନାଗୁଡ଼କ 
ଗ୍ରାମାଞ୍ଚଳରେ କାର୍ଯ୍ଯକାର୍‌ ହୋଇ ସାରୁ ନାହିଁ । ବୁକମାନଙ୍କୁ ଯେଉଁ ସରୁ ସନ୍ତ୍ରଯାଞ୍ତ 
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ଦ୍ଦଅଯାଉଛୁ ସେଗୁଡ଼କର୍‌ ବ୍ଯବହାର ଓ ରକ୍ଷଣାବେକ୍ଷଣ ପାଇଁ ସଟଥେଷ୍କ ତଭାଲମ 
ପ୍ରାପ୍ତ ଲୋକ ନାଦ୍ରାନ୍ତ । ଭେଣୁ ଅର୍ଥର ଅପଚପ୍ଡ ସଙ୍ଗେ ସଙ୍ଗେ ସୋଜଜାର ସଫଳତା 
ଦୂରେଇ ସାଉ୍ଉଛୁ । ସେଉ୍ଜମ୍ମାନେ ବଣ୍ଡ ବଦ୍ଯାଳୟ୍ତରେ ଅଦ୍ଯସ୍ଟନ ଓ ଗଚବଷଣା କରି 
ନ୍ଵଭନ ଜଵଇତନ ଭଥ୍ଯ ଓ ଆଭମୁଖ୍ଯ ଦାନ କରଚବେ›, ସେମାନଙ୍କ ପାଇଁ ବଶ୍ଟବଦ୍ଯାଲପ 
ଲେବୋଣିରଵେସ୨ ଲାଇର୍ରେର୍‌ ଓ ଦେଶର ଅନ୍ୟାନ୍ୟ ଗଚବଷ୍ଣଣା କେହ, ଜନ୍ତ୍ରକ୍ତ 
ରନ୍ଦୁବା ଡ୍ରତଢ | ଦେଶର ଘଜସୀଭକ, ବୈଲ୍ନକ, ଦାର୍ଶନକ, କବ, କଳାକାର 
ଓ ସଂସ୍କଭର ଭିତ୍ନ ଭତ୍ଲ ବଭ୍ରଗରେ ଧର୍ଵଣ ବଡ଼ଲେକର ଆବଶ୍ଯକରଭା 
ରହୁ । କେବଳ ପ୍ତତଭ୍ତ ସଂପନ୍ନ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତମାଚନେ ଏ ଅଘ୍ତ୍ବ ସ୍ରରଣ କରଗାରବେ ।” 
ଶିକ୍ଷା ପରେ ଭାଙ୍କର ଏବଂବଧ ରଜ୍ଧାଧାଗ୍‌ ବାସ୍ତବଭାବୋଧର ସରଗ୍ୃସ୍ବକ । ସେ 
ଘ୍ତରଭ ବାଡ଼ାରର ଅନକ ଦେଶରେ ବଡ଼ୁ ବଷପ୍ ରେ ଅନ୍ଗୁଧ୍ୟାନ କରଥୁଲେ । ନଜର 
ମ୍ଭାଜ୍ଭୁ ମି କପର ସେ ଉମ୍ର ଦେଶମାନଙ୍କର ସମକକ୍ଷ ହୋଇ ପାରବ ସେ 
୍ଧଷ୍ପପ୍ଟରେ ରଚନ୍ତା କରୁଥିଲେ । ଓଡଶା ସରକାର୍‌ କାର୍ସଯର୍ୁ ଅବସର ଗ୍ରହଣ କର 
ପ୍ରଥମେ ବ୍ରଦ୍ଧୁପସୁର ଓ ଗରେ ରାଜସ୍ଥାନର ଜୟପୁର ବଶ୍ଟ ଦ୍ଧ ଦଯାଲୟ୍ତ ର କୁଲ ଅଦ 
ଅଳଙ୍କତ କରଥୁଲେ । ସେ ବ୍ରଦ୍ମପସ୍ତର ବଶ୍ଟବିଦ୍ଯାଲଘ୍ର ନର୍ମାଭା କନ୍ଥଲେ ଅଖକ୍ତ 
ହେବନାହିଁ । ରୁଖରେଖ ବସ୍ବନ ମୂର୍ବିକା ପିଣ୍ରକୁ ଆକୁ ଦେବାପାଇଁ ସେକ କଲ୍ପନା 
ଓ ନୈସୂଣ୍ଯ ଆବଶ୍ଯକ ସେ ଭାହା ଦାନକର ଓଡ଼ଶାରେ ଅଉ୍‌ ଗୋଝି ଏ ନ୍‌ଭନ 
ଛଶ୍ୃଦଧଦଯାଳୟ୍ତ ନର୍ମଣ କରସାଇଛନ୍ତ । 


ସେ ଓଡ଼ଆ ଭ୍ତଷ୍ା ବ୍ଯସ୍ତ ଭେଲଗୁ, ବଂଗଳା ଓ ହୃଦ ଜାଣିଥୁଲେ । ଓଡ଼ିଆ 
ସାହ୍ରଜା ଓ ସସ୍ଭ ପ୍ରତ ଚାଙ୍କର ସ୍ତଗାତ୍ୂ ସ୍ରେମ ଥଲା, ଏହା ସଙ୍ଗେ ସଙ୍ଗେ ସେ 
ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ବାସ କରୁଥିବା ଚେଲ ଗ୍ଧ ଘ୍ରଷାପ୍ରର୍ଭୀଙ୍କ ସ୍ରଭ୍ତ ଆକ୍ଟ ଥୁଲେ । ଭାଙ୍କର 
ସ୍ତଙ୍କସୁ ଚ୍ରମୋନେ ମଞ୍ଚ ଷା ଅଞ୍ଚଳରେ ବାସ କରୁଥୁଲେ । ତାଙ୍କ ପିଭା ଗଞ୍ଜାମର 
ଛନ୍ତପୁର୍‌କୁ ନଜର ବାସସ୍ଥଳୀ କରଥ୍‌ଲେ ଏବଂ ଧର୍ଵଚକୋ ୫ ୍ରଭ୍ଵତ୍ତ ଜମିଦୀଗ୍୍‌ରେ 
ଦେଣ୍ଟ।ାମ କାମ କରୁଥୁଲେ । ବାଉ୍ଞକାଳରୁ ଖାଢ଼ରିବାରୁ ଓଡ଼ିଆ ଓ ଆଳ୍ଥ, ସଂସ୍ଵ 
ସନ୍ଦ୍ରଭ ସଚି ଷ୍କ ଡୋଇ „ ଉଭସ୍ଲ୍‌ ସସ୍ତଦାସ୍ର ବୈଷଷର୍୍ତ କ ଓ ସ୍ତ କକ ସ୍ତଗତ୍ତ କାମନା 
କରୁଥୁରଲେ । ସେଥ୍ପାଇଁ ସେ ଉତ୍ସ ସଂସ୍ତଦାସ୍ଟର ପ୍ରିଶ୍ଟୃାସ ହୋଇ ଗରଥୁଲେ । 
ଓଡ଼ିଆ ସାନ୍ଦ୍ରତା ସ୍ରତ୍ତ ତାଙ୍କର ଯଥେଷ୍କ୍‌ ଆଗ୍ରହ ଅମ୍ମା ଏବଂ ଅବସର . ସମସୃଝର୍‌ଂ ସେ 
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ଭାଢ଼ା ଗାଠ କର୍ରୁଥୁଲେ । କର୍ଥୁକାଳ ଯାବତ ସେ ଡିଡ଼ଆ ସାନ୍ଦ୍ରତା ଏକାଡେମୀର ସଭ୍ଯ 
ଥୁଲେ ଓ ଏହାର ଉନ୍ନତ ପାଇଁ ଗର୍‌ ମର୍ଣ ଦେଉ ଥୁଲେ ! 


ଖାଢ଼ିବାରୁ ଜଣେ ମୀତ୍ତବାସୀ । ମୀଉ › ନୟୂ ମ ପାଲନ କର ଜୀବନ ପରର୍ଟଳନା 
କରବାକୁ ସେ ସାଧଜା କରଥୁଲେ, ଢଥାପି ଭାଙ୍କଠାରେ ହାସ୍ଯରସର ଅସ୍ତ୍ବବ 
ନଥୁଲା । ଅବସର ସମଭପ୍ଟରେ ସେ ତାଙ୍କ ଅନୁଭ ଡର୍ର ଅନେକ ହସିବାର କଥା 
କଡୁଥୁଲେ । ଥରରେ ଝଂଧ୍‌ ମେଳରେ କେନ୍ରଜଣେ କନ୍ଦୁଲେ ସେ, ସେ ଜେ ଢାଙ୍କ ଗାଡ଼ 
ଚଲାଇ କୋରସୁ୫ର ଜଙ୍କ୍‌ ସ୍ବର୍‌ଠାରୁ ଗଞ୍ଜାମ୍ଭର ବ୍ରଦ୍ମସ୍ତରକୁ ଦୁଇଘଣ୍ଡାରେ ଆସିଥୁଲେ । 
ତାଢ଼ିବାରୁ ଇସଚ୍ଛ ହାସ୍ୟ ପ୍ରକାଶ କର କନ୍ଦ ଉଠିଲେ, “ଏପରି କାମ କୋଝିକରେ 
ଜଣେ ହେଲେ କରପାରନ୍ତା ନାହଁ ।” ବଂଧୂମାନଙ୍କ ମଧ୍ଯରେ ଗୋଝିଏ ଦ୍ରାସ୍ଯରେଳ 
ଖେଲଗଲା । 


ଖାଢିବାଭୁଙ୍କର ଅନ୍ତର୍ନନ୍ଧର ସ୍ତ୍ର, କ୍ମିକ୍ଲ ଲତା, ଚନୈଭକଭା ଓ ସଚଙ୍କାସର 
ବଲଣ୍ ବ୍ଯକ୍ରତ୍ତ ଗୁବୁ କମ୍‌ ଲୋକଙ୍କଠାରେ ପରଲକ୍ଷିତ ଡୃଏ । ସେ ଥଵଲେ ଜଗଣ 
ମଦ୍ରାନ୍‌ ବ୍ଯକୁ› ଗୃଜା ଗାଇବାର ଉ୍‌ଷପୁକ୍ତ ପାନନ । ଆଜ ତାଙ୍କର ସୁ ଭ୍ତ ଗାଳନ ପାଇଁ 
ଆମ୍ଭେମାନେ ଯାହାକୁ ଉ୍‌ଦ୍ଯମ କରୁଛୁ › ସେସମସ୍ତର ବଡ଼ ଜରେ । 


ଶୀ ଚଗୋଲୁଲ ଚନ୍ଦ, ଖ୍ପଥୀ 
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ପିଲାର ସ୍ତକ୍ଞାକାଜ ରଙ୍ୁଳଜାଥ ସ୍ଥସାଦ 


ପଣ୍ଡି ଭ ରଘୁନାଥ ପାଶିଗ୍ରାହୀ 


ଗାଁର କଢଡ଼େ— 
ଅନେକ ଜନ୍ତ୍ର ସଂସି୍ଧସ୍ଥଚୋ ଯାତ ଗଗ୍ୁଂଗଛ୍ତଂ? 


ଷୃଝଂଜନ୍ତ୍ରର ସଂସ୍କାରଜନର ଯେ କୌଣସି କଳାର ଗ୍ରଗ ମଜ୍ୁୁଷ୍ଯର ର 
ଜନ୍ତ୍ରରେର ସ୍ତତ଼୍ୋକ କାର୍ସଯଯକଳାଗରେ ବେଖାବ୍ଦଏ । ସେଡ୍ଵ୍‌ କର୍ମିସଯୋ ଗାଁ ସଭ ଅଭ୍ଯାସ 
ଓ ସନ୍ଧ ସହକାରେ ଉତ୍ତରୋତ୍ତର ଅଧକ ସନ୍ସର୍ଶୀଳ ହ୍ରୋଇ କମ୍ମି କରନ୍ତ ଚାଙ୍କର ସେନ୍ଦର 
କମିକଲା ଡମଶଃ ବର୍ଷର ହୋଇ ଚର୍‌ ସ୍ତବାନ୍ରରା ସ୍ବୋର ପ୍ତ ମୀର ସ୍ରୋଚଗର 
ଜନ୍ତ୍ରଜନ୍ତ୍ରୀନ୍ତଘବଧ୍ବ ବନ୍ଧ ସରଶେଷରର୍‌ ପୃର୍ତ୍ତଭା ସ୍ତାପ୍ତ ଦୁଏ ! ଗୂଝବଜନ୍ତ୍ରର ହେତୁ 
ଭୁ ତକଳା ନେଇ ମନ୍ଲୁଝ୍ଯ ଜନ୍ତ୍ରଗ୍ରଦଣ କରେ |! କଳାର ସ୍ତତ୍ବବ କାର ଚଶିଶବନୁନ୍ଦଁ 
ତର୍କ ଉଠିଥାଏ । ଶଝ୍୍‌ର୍‌ ଧାରଣର ଏହ! ସ୍ବାସ୍ବବକ ଧର୍ମ । 


ରଘୁନାଥ ପ୍ରସାଦ ଭାଭିଙ୍କର ସତଞ୍ମକଳା ଅ୍୍ତକୋମଳ ବସୃସ୍ତରୁଦି ଉନ 
ରୁ ଧାରଣ କରଥ୍ବଲା । ସେ ଅଞ୍ତ ଜବାନ ଓ ଅଦ୍ଧସ୍ଟନ ପିଷାସୁ ଥୁଲେ । ତାଙ୍କ ପିଚା 
ଖାୟୁକ୍ତ ଲକ୍ଷଣ ଗାର ରଘୂନାଥଙ୍କର ରଵି ଚ୍ଵତ୍ଧର୍ଯଯରେ ଅତ୍ାନ୍ତ ସନ୍ତୁଷ୍କ ଢଡୋଇ ଚାକୁ 
ଉଚଚଶିଷା ଦେବା ସଂକଲ୍ପରରେ ଥୁଲେ । ଲକ୍ଷ୍ମଣ ତାର୍ିଙ୍କର କନ୍ତର ମଞ୍ଜ ଷ୍ଠା କମିଦାସ୍‌ରେ । 
ସେଠାରେ ସେ ସ୍ତାଥମଭିକ ଶିକ୍ଷା ଗେଷ୍କର ଉ୍ୂଚ ଶିକ୍ଷା ଲଭ ଗାଇ କ୍ରଦ୍ମସ୍‌ର ସହରକୁ 
ଆସିଲେ । ଏଠି ମ୍ଯାଝି କ ପଟ୍୍‌କ୍ଷାରେ ଉତ୍ତୀ୍୍ତ ହୋଇ ଅର୍ଥାସ୍ରବରୁ କଲେଜ ଶିଷ୍ାରୁ 
ବଞ୍ଚଭ ହେଲେ ! ଛ ନସୁର୍‌ଠାରେ ଗରେଭେନ୍ସ୍‌ୟ ବ୍ଗରେ କରା୍ଣୀଗିର ପାଇବାରୁ ଚାଙ୍କୁ 
ବ୍ରଦ୍ଧସୁର ଗ୍ରଡ଼ବାକୁ ପଡ଼ଲ୍ଚ । ଛନସୁରଠାରେ ରନ୍ଧ କରାର୍ଣୀ କାମ କରଲ । ନଜର 
କ୍ୁ୍ତଭ୍ଵ ଓ କର୍ମଦକ୍ଷରା ବଳରେ ଉତ୍ତରୋତ୍ତର ଗଦସୀକୁ ଉ୍‌ଠି ମାକସ୍ଟେଝ୍‌ ହୋଇ 
ପୀରଥଲେ | ତାଙ୍କର୍‌ ଶାସନଗଭ ଦକ୍ଷଭୀ ହେକ୍ୁ କରଛ୍ଥିକାଲ ଧଗ୍ଵକା୫ ଜମିଦୀସ୍ବରେ 
ମ୍ୟାନେଜର ଗଦସୀରେ୍‌ ନୟୁକ୍ତ ହୋଇଥୁଲେ । 


ଲକ୍ଷଣ ସା ଭିଙ୍କର ଦୁଇଵଝି ସୁଅ । ସର୍ଚ୍ଚ ଦାନନ୍ଦ ବଡ, ରଘୁଜାଥ ସ୍ତସାଦ 
ସାନ | ସୁଅ ଦୁଇଝି ଉ୍‌ତରେ ପିଚ୍ଚାଙ୍କର କଉ୍କାନକର ଥାଏ । ସୁଅ ଦୁଙ୍ଦି୍କର୍ଦ ସୃ 
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କଲେ । ; ବେଲେ ତ୍ଭଳସୀ ଦୁଇଷନ୍ପରୁ : ଗଳଭରା ଦେଲାଭଲ -ରଘୁନୀଥ ସ୍ତସାଦ 
ସ୍ତାଥମିକ ଗରଟ୍‌କ୍ଷାରୁ ପ୍ରଭ କ୍ଲାସବର ଉଚ୍ଚନମ୍ବର ରଖି ଉ୍ଠୁଥୁଲେ । ବ୍ରଦ୍ମସ୍ତର 
ଖଲକୋଃ୫ କଲେଜରେ ଆଇ. ଏସ୍‌ସି. ସ୍ଥଥମ ଷ୍ରେର୍ଣୀ ପ୍ରଥମ ହୋଇ ବିଗ୍ଟ- 
ବଦ୍ଯାଳସ୍ୃରେ ପ୍ରଥମ ପ୍ରାନ ନେଇଥ୍ରଲେ । ମାଜ ପ୍ରେସିଡେନ୍‌ସି କଲେଜ୍‌ରେ 
ବି. ଏସ୍‌ସି. ଅନସ ଷରକ୍ଷାରେ ଗ୍ରଥମ ଖ୍ରେର୍ଣୀରେ ଘାସ୍‌କର ପ୍ରଥମ୍ଭ ପ୍ରାନ ଖାଇ 
ବଣ୍ଡ ଦଦ୍ଯାଳୟୁର ରେକଡ଼ ଅତିନମ କରିଥଲେ । କଲେଜ ଶିକ୍ଷା ପର୍‌ ସେ ଅଳ୍ପ 
ସୂ ଥାଇ ସତାରଳାଗେମୁ ରଣ କଲେଜ ଏବଂ ଆଛ, ବଶ୍ଟ ବଦ୍ଯାଲସ୍ବ କଲେଜରେ 
ଅଧାଗଦ ଗିଦରେ ଯୋଗ ଦେଇଥିଲେ | ଏହାଇରେ ସେ ଓଡ଼ଶା ସରକାରକୁ ଆସି 
ଓ. ଏ. ଏସ୍‌. ଗଦରେ ରହଲେ | କମ୍‌ ସମୟ ଉତ୍ତର ନକ ଦକ୍ଷତାର ପରଚ ସ୍ଵ ଦେଇ 
ସ୍ଥିନତପ୍ଵର ଡେପ୍ତି କଲେକ୍ଟର ହ୍ରୋଇ ପାରଥରଲେ । ପରେ ଅତରକ୍ତ ଡିଡ଼ଶା କୃଷି 
ବଘ୍ରଗ ଡ଼ରେଲ୍ଟର ଘ୍ବବେ ସୋଗ ଦେଇଥିଲେ । ଚଦାମ୍ନ୍ତନ ଓଡ଼ଶା କ୍ଲୁଷି ବତ୍ରଗ 
ଉରେଭ୍ତର ଶସୁକ୍ତ ପ୍ରାଣକୃଷ୍ଣ ପରଜା ଅବସର ଗ୍ରହଣ କରିବାରେ ଶୀ ଖାରି କୃଷି 
ବଦ୍ତ୍ଗ ଡ଼ରେକ୍ଟର ଭ୍ବବରେ ନପୁକ୍ତ ହୋଇଥିଲେ । ସରକାରଙ୍କ ଦରାର ମନୋସଭ 
ହୋଇ କ୍ଫଷ୍ପି ସଂଦାନ୍ଧରେ ବଶେଷ କ୍ଞାନ ଅଜ୍ଜନ କରବା ଗାଇ ଆମେଶକା ଯାଇଥୁଲେ । 
ଓଡ଼ଶା ସେହେଶାରଏଶରେ ବଭ୍ତ୍ତ ଡ୍‌କ ପଦସର ରନ୍ଧ୍ର ସମ୍ଭଲସୁର ଳଲ୍ନପାଲ 
ଡ୍ରୋଇଥୁଲେ ¦! କେନ୍ଦ ସରକାରଙ୍କ ଅର୍ଥ ବସ୍ତଗରେ ଅ୍ତରକ୍ର ସେଚନେଖାର୍‌ ଘ୍ବବରେ 
ସୋଗ ଭେଇଥୁଲେ ! ତରେ ଓଡ଼ଶା ସ୍ତତ୍ଥାବଣ୍ିନ କର ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ରଫ୍‌ ସେନେଖାର୍ବ 
ହୋଇ କାର୍ଯ୍ୟରୁ ଅବସର ନେଇଥିଲେ | ଅବସର ଜେଲରେ ବ୍ରହ୍ମସ୍ତର ଓ ରାଜସ୍ଥାନ 
ବଣ୍ଡ ବଦ୍ଯାଲୟ୍ତ କୁଳଗଭ ହୋଇଥୁଲେ । ଚାଙ୍କ ଅମଳରେ ବ୍ରହ୍ମପୁର ବଣ୍ଡ ୍ଦଦ୍ୟାଳୟର 
ଭର ଉ୍‌ତ୍ବଭ ହୋଇଥଲା ! ୬୪ ବର୍ଷ ବୟସରେ ଭାଙ୍କର କମ୍ିମୟୁ ଜୀବନର 
ଅବସାନ ସଵ୍ତଲ୍ଲ 


ମନୁଷ୍ଯ ନଜର ସରଭ ଞ୍ଥାନ ସାଧନା ଓ ଗ୍ର ଅଧ୍ଯବସାୟ୍ ସାମ୍ଭର୍ଥ୍ଯୟରେ 


ଲର୍‌ ଉ୍‌ଚ୍ଚକୋଷକୁ ଉ୍‌ଠିପାରେ୨ ଚାର ଗଞଖନ୍ତର ସେ କେବଳ କହ୍ରଲେ 
ଅଭ୍ଭର୍‌ଞ୍ଜ ଉ ହେବ ନାହିଁ । 


ପଣି ତ୍ତ ରଘୂନାଥ ପାଶିଗ୍ରାହୀ 
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କୀଲ୍ତର୍ଥସ ସ କୀଜକଜି 


| ସ୍ଵର୍ଗର ରଘୁନାଥ ସ୍ତସାଦ ପାଢ଼ିଙ୍କ ସହ ମୋର ସ୍ରଥମ ଅରରସ୍ଟ୍‌ ଚରି 
ବଷର ଅଧ୍ଵଳ ଥୁଇ୍‌ | ତାଙ୍କ୍୍ତଳ ବଳ ବସ୍ବଳ ବଯକ୍ତ କରର ଦେଖିବାକୁ ମିଲନ୍ତ 
ସ୍ତମାସନ ଷେନ୍ଧରେ ଭାଙ୍କର ସୃକ୍ଷଧୀ "ବହୁବାର ପଟି ତ୍ତ ରଥା ସ୍ତମ୍ଭାଣିଇ ଦୋଇ 
ଗାର୍ଛୁ | ଓଡ଼ଶା ପ୍ରଦେଶ ଉଥା କେନ୍ଦ ସରକାର ଉ୍‌ଭସ୍ବରେ ସେ ସ୍ରଶଂସଙ୍ଗପୃ 
ଥୁଲେ | କର୍ତିବ୍ଯନ୍ଟା ଥଲ ଭାଙ୍କର୍‌ ସହଜାତ ଗୁଣ । 


ବ୍ରହ୍ମ ସ୍ତର ରଣ୍ଟ ବଦ୍ଯାଲପ୍ଟର ଦି ଖସ କ୍ଲଳଗତ୍ତ ରୁଣ ଅଧର ଭ ହୋଇ, 
ଏହ୍ସ ଅଜ୍ଧଷ୍ଠାନର ଉ୍ତ୍ତରୋ୍ର ଉନ୍ନତ ଗାଇଁ ତାଙ୍କର୍‌ ଅଦ୍ଯମ ଚେଷ୍ଟା ଓ ସେଥ୍ବରେ 
ସଫଳଭା ସଦୁଟବଳେ ଆଦର୍ଶ ହୋଇ ରନ୍ଧବ ! ପ୍ରଢ଼ୋକ କ୍ଷେତରେ ସାହାଯ୍ଯ ଓ 
ସଦହ୍ରଯୋଗ ମନୋଦ୍ୂତ୍ତି ଭାଙ୍କୁ ଲେକପ୍ରିପ୍ କର୍‌ ପାରଥୁଲା । 


ସିଜେ୫ ତଥା ଏକାଡ଼େମିକ କାଉ୍‌ନ୍‌ସିଲରେ ଭାଙ୍କ ସୁବଗ୍ବରଭ ମନ୍ତବ୍ଯ 
ସଭ୍ଯମ୍ଭାନଙ୍କୁ ରମଲ୍ଚତ୍ତ କର୍ରଥ୍ନବା ଅନ୍ତୁଭୁ ତ୍ତ ମୋର ମନ ଅତୁ । 


ଆମ୍ମା ଅମର୍‌, ସ୍ଵର୍ଗର ପାଢି ମହାଶସ୍ଟଙ୍କ ଗ୍ଟାର୍‌ିକଲାଷ ଭାଙ୍କୁ ମଧ୍ଯ ଅମର୍‌ 
କରଅଛୁ | 


ସ୍ରଣିକା ପ୍ରକାଶକ ସମିଛ୍ତ ଧନ୍ଯବାଦ ଯୋଗ୍ଯ । କନ୍ଧ ଏକକରେ ତାହା 
ଅର୍ଯ୍ୟବସିର ନହୋଇ ସ୍ଥାର୍ବୀ-ସ୍ୃ ୍ତର୍‌ଷା ଜମନ୍ତେ ଦୃଢ଼ ଗଦଷେଷ ନଆଗବଲ୍‌ ବଶେଷ 
ସ୍ରଶଗଂସମୀୟ୍ ହେବ । 


ଶ୍ରୀ ବାଇକୋଳି ଚକ୍ଯାଉଷବଶାରଦ 
DH-୩-୭୭ 
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